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PRAY FOR THE DEAD 

The Feast of the Holy Trinity is approaching, 
and on the eve of this feast day, the Church 
calls us to pray for the departed. Trinity Sat-
urday is special. It is called Universal memo-
rial, because on this day the commemoration 
of all the Orthodox Christians who have fell 
asleep from time immemorial is celebrated. 
But when we talk about praying for the de-
parted, non-believers sometimes reproach us 
with this. In particular, in their opinion, the 
Orthodox belief that prayers for the departed 
can change their fate is naive. "Do you really 
think, they ask, that your words, prayers, memorial services can change anything in the posthumous 
fate of those who have already left us? "Do you think," they say, " that if you have prayed, then the 
one who is in the other world is better for it?"»  

Yes, we believe that, and we hope that our prayers will make things easier for our deceased relatives. 
We cannot speak about these realities quite definitely, because we do not know exactly how the 
process of the human soul's stay in the other world takes place, but we do know that life does not 
end with the falling asleep of a person. And the world where the souls of the deceased are located 
is known to us as much as the Lord Himself gave this knowledge. We know that there is a place 
there that we call paradise, a place of abiding with God, and hell, a place of eternal torment. We 
cannot call this knowledge practical, but we believe the Word of God, and we know that wherever 
the soul of the deceased is, God has the power to change its fate through our prayer. But we can't 
know where the soul of this or that relative is located. It happens that a person has lived an outwardly 
righteous life, has not harmed anyone, has not said a bad word, but we do not know his inner world, 
maybe he had some flaws in his soul, not healed by repentance, which eventually affected his fate. 
 
Every person knows that his external behavior, i.e. how he looks in the eyes of others, can be very 
different from the inner life of his soul, from what it is filled with. Dostoevsky once said about 
himself: everything looks decent on the surface, but turn my soul out, such a stench will rise. One 
person seems to us to be an inveterate sinner, and the other we think that he lived a clearly holy life 
and went to heaven. But a person, giving an assessment to another, can very easily make mistakes 
both in one direction and in the other, that is, in the other direction. in the words of the Apostle Paul, 
no one knows "what is in a man, except the human spirit that dwells in him" (1 Cor. 2:11). 
 
The inner processes of another person are hidden from us, we only see what the person wants to 
show us. Even a small child has its own secrets from its parents. A person can do many different 

 



good deeds, but he does them for the sake of his personal interests: vanity, in order to leave a mark 
on himself, or to be placed on the honor board, and so on.  
Motivation is always important in the performance of an action: what is it done for? For example, 
an elderly person is standing at an intersection, and suddenly a young man runs up and takes his bag 
from him. What is our assessment of this act? If a young person wants to help a pensioner cross the 
road, and in my school years we were taught to help the older ones, then we will praise him. And if 
he wants to take possession of the bag for the sake of profit? The actions are the same, but the 
motivation is different. And we cannot say in the affirmative where a person's soul is after death, 
because there are actions about which we do not know what motivated them. 
 
Therefore, the Church calls us to pray, to remember our deceased relatives. During the year, there 
are several Saturdays when the Church performs a special commemoration of the deceased. There 
are also days for commemorating the newly deceased relatives and close people: the third, ninth, 
fortieth day after the death. In these days, a private judgment is held, when the soul comes to God 
and its fate is determined. The prayer of friends and relatives in these days is very necessary in order 
to change his condition.  
Someone, perhaps, still does not understand: how can the words of prayer benefit the deceased? A 
person says about someone: "Lord have mercy!" What changed at this moment for the deceased? A 
believer knows that prayer changes our state. When the Good Thief, turning to Christ, said: "Re-
member me, O Lord, when you come into your kingdom," he heard from the Lord: "Verily I say to 
you, today you will be with Me in paradise" (Luke 23: 39). So it wasn't just words from the high-
wayman. It was an expression of the state of his soul, its desire to be with God, a request for for-
giveness and help. And this plea was answered. 
 
And what if the other thief said the same thing? He may have been thinking in his heart, " How can 
words of supplication change anything?» Instead, he demanded a miracle from Christ, wanted to 
get some external changes, deliverance from suffering. And it doesn't happen that way. We must 
work hard. Our main work for the deceased is our prayer for them. If the Good Thief, while on the 
cross, managed to change his eternity in a positive way by turning to the Lord, then one of our loved 
ones, perhaps, a minute before his departure, also managed to turn to God, and our prayer will help 
him, as a testimony of his good deeds.  Besides prayers, what else can we do to ease their plight? 
Good deeds. The Church reminds us that we must do them constantly. And for the sake of their 
souls, and for the sake of our deceased, who can no longer do anything for themselves.  
The Last Judgment awaits us all, where all the deeds of all people will be weighed. Now we still 
have the opportunity to strengthen our relatives and friends who have passed into the other world 
with our prayers and good deeds. Prepare them for the Last Judgment, when the fate of each person 
will be finally decided. We are alive, and we can act in this world, create, pray, help people, enjoy 
every day and thank the Lord for giving us such extraordinary opportunities. It is only necessary to 
use these God's gifts. 



 
PARISH LIFE: 

Important dates: 
JUNE 10th – ASCENSION of OUR LORD 
JUNE 19th – SOUL SATURDAY 
JUNE 20th – HOLY PENTECOST. HOLY TRINITY 
JUNE 21st – HOLY SPIRIT DAY/ SISTERHOOD PA-
TRONAL FEAST DAY 
JUNE 28th – APOSTLES’ FAST BEGINS 
JUNE 29th - HOLY APOSTLES PETER AND PAUL 
(n.c.) 
JULY 12th - HOLY APOSTLES PETER AND PAUL 
(o.c.) 
 

From Fr.Nazari 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
For the last time of this liturgical year, with profound 
joy, I salute you with the  Paschal greeting  - Christ 
is risen! 
 
This year the joy of the paschal celebration was in-
deed extraordinary and radiant: the multitude of peo-
ple, the glorious singing of the choir, the prayer of the 
children; all made Pascha 2021 unforgettable.  Let us 
remember this experience and cherish this grace in 
our hearts. It is also a lesson for us that every temp-
tation and every sorrow, if received with humility and 
faith, is followed by joy and comfort. I want to thank 
everybody who worked countless hours to prepare 
the interior of our Church, decorating the parish yard 
and doing all those things that most people don’t even 
notice, but all of those things that make our celebra-
tion special and unique are the products of some-
body’s labor of love – love for God and and His Holy 
Church on earth. My special thanks this year goes to 
Margaret Dascalu and the team of florists – Margaret 
actually almost literally gave her life so everything 
would be perfect for our Pascal service. After long 
hours of work just when every element of Church 
decoration was ready, she felt ill and - thanks be to 
God - that emergency came when people were nearby 
and able to offer needed assistance. She is recovering 

and slowly starting to continue her labors of love in 
our Parish. Dear brothers and sisters, I share with you 
this encounter with the hope that perhaps this experi-
ence will cause more of our parishioners to get more 
involved in the life of our Parish.  There is lots of 
work to do, and the vast majority of the faithful that 
come to worship in our Cathedral haven’t the slight-
est idea how much work is being done during the 
week and after work hours by volunteers like Marga-
ret, so our Sunday worship can be as uplifting as all 
of you know. We talk about charitable work in our 
Church or other benevolent organizations, and most 
of us automatically think of monetary assistance, but 
let us not forget that besides treasure, we also posses 
such wealth as time and talent that can be used in the 
life of the Church.  If more of us would make the 
commitment to offer those treasures to God through 
volunteering in His church, perhaps people like Mar-
garet would not collapse from exhaustion right after 
they have finished a major project so that we can have 
a great feast. With this in mind, I want to ask you to 
consider helping with the candle desk during liturgy, 
cleaning candle holders after liturgy, volunteering in 
the bookshop, joining our sisterhood, or proposing 
any other way your time and talent can be used for 
the growth of this community.   
 
Pretty soon we will be celebrating our centennial an-
niversary, but in order for this celebration to be fes-
tive and joyous we need your assistance.  Our Parish 
Council is working very hard to make sure that our 
Centennial Project will actually materialize.  This 
project has many facets that will need to be addressed 
by a committee that will soon be formed. Please talk 
to me if you wish to participate in planning and or-
ganizing this event. I thank you all for your prayers, 
support, financial assistance and work that make our 
spiritual home the extraordinary  place it is. With all 
of this assistance from parishioners we actually were 



able to finish the project of replacing the roof over 
the Parish Hall (which was at least 10 years overdue). 
 
 
 

 

 
 
With all of your assistance our beloved iconographer, 
Marina, is in the final stages of frescoeing the main 
wall of the altar, with the help of parishioner Sergey 

Victorov, who offered his talent and time to update 
most of our electricial at next to zero cost. Thank you 
very much again.  May God bless all of us and may 
our labors and offerings be pleasant in His holy eyes! 

     Archpriest Nazari Polataiko 
 
 

Sisterhood news 
A big thank you goes to all the ladies who helped us 
assemble and sell our verba bouquets.  We made 200 
of them and did very well.. We also want to thank the 
people who came out and cleaned the Church for 
Pascha  and all  those who decorated our temple with 
fresh flowers. Everything  really sparkled and looked 
beautiful for the Feast,   Things are slowly getting 
back to normal.  Perhaps soon we will be able to 
serve lunches again in the Parish Hall,  We appreciate 
all the parishioners supporting us.  Thank you again. 
The Sisterhood's  annual Feast Day is the day after 
Pentecost,  It will be on Spirit Day ,June 21, the sec-
ond day of the Feast of the Holy Trinity. We will cel-
ebrate with a Molieben following Liturgy.  You are 
welcome to join us with a cup of tea and sweets. 
 

Irene Gregory 
 

Announcement 
Dear Parishioners, 
We are looking for a volunteer to clean the candle 
stands in the church two days a week, on an ongoing 
basis.  Please call the church office if you are able to 
serve. 
 
From Treasurer 
 
Dear friends and fellow parishioners, 
I am overwhelmed by the outpouring of prayers on 
my behalf after my episode on May 1st. Your kind-
ness and generosity were manifested in many differ-
ent ways.  You all have always been special to me as 
members of our parish family. Let us all together re-
member and pray for those who are still struggling 
with illnesses. Give thanks and glory to God for all 
things. 
 
                                  Treasurer Margaret Dascalu 
 

 
 



  

 
 

BAPTISMS:         

     Mary Alex Sapojnikova…...May 8 Milana Grace Semenenko…May 16 

 Agnessa Eva Georgiou…….May 15 Nicholas (Ajith) Kumar… ..May 22 

 Anna Tulyakova…….……..May 15 Alexander Savoskin……… May 22 

 Kenneth (Cyrus) Corben…….June 1  

MARRIAGES:                      Serge Liberovsky and Elena Liberovsky……..May 23 

                                             Eugene Noskoff and Irina Pavlova…………...May 30 

   Many years! 

 
FUNERALS:            Ella Cohen…………………………………………………...May 14 

     Memory eternal! 

 
Prayer Request list: 

Alla, Lidia, Serafim, Mary, Ann, Jonathan, Margo, Irene Gregory, Marina Dobis, Helen,  

Teodor, Irina, Natalia, Marie, Lazarus, Margaret. 
 

 

The Parish Council Would Like to Thank the Following Persons 

for their BUILDING Fund and CENTENNIAL Fund Contributions 

Nina Perrinelle Centennial Fund $200.00; Sawchuk, Alexander & Mariette Building Fund $500.00; 

Stasevich, Elizabeth & Constantine Centennial Fund $200.00; Harutyunyan Davit Icon of Saint An-

drew of Crete $700.00 ; Rodgers, Beverly W. Dictionary Project $ 700.00 Catherine  Woronzoff-Dash-

koff: IMO Anastasia Woronzoff & Family $200.00 ; Anonymous IMO Eddie Aguero $500; Irene 

Gregory $750.00; Katarina/Lawrence Giesler, IMO Lidia Feodorouna Saworotnow $200.00; 

PLEASE PARTICIPATE IN OUR CENTENNIAL PROJECT 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  

 
June 2021 

5 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  

6 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy 6th Sunday in Paschaltide 
THE BLIND MAN 

8 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 

9 Wed 10:00am 
7:00pm 

Divine Liturgy (St.Herman’s Church) 
Vigil 

Leavetaking of PASCHA 
 

10 Thu 10:00am Divine Liturgy  ASCENSION of OUR LORD 

12 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  

13 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy  7th Sunday in Paschal-tide:  
FATHERS OF THE 1ST ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 

15 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 

19 Sat 10:00am 
5:00pm 

Memorial Divine Liturgy 
VIGIL 

Soul Saturday 

20 Sun 10:00am DIVINE LITURGY & VESPERS HOLY PENTECOST 
The descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apos-
tles  

21 Mon 10:00am Divine Liturgy (St.Herman’s Church) 2nd day of Pentecost: Holy Spirit Day 

22 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 

26 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  

27 Sun 10:00am 
 

Divine Liturgy  SUNDAY OF ALL SAINTS 

Beginning of the Apostles’ Fast 

29 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you want to have a great smile 
Visit BRIGHTON Dental Clinique 

Wally Bashawaty D.D.S. 
9675 Brighton Way, Penthouse A 

Beverly Hills, CA 90210 
Tel. (424)444-3000 



  

July 2021 
2 Fri 10:00am Divine Liturgy St. John of Shanghai and San Francisco 

3 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  

4 Sun 10:00am 
 

Divine Liturgy 
 

SUNDAY OF ALL SAINTS OF NORTH AMERICA AND RUSSIA 
 

6 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 

7 Wed 10:00am Divine Liturgy NATIVITY OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST (O.C.) 

10 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  

11 Sun 10:00am 
3:00pm 

Divine Liturgy 
Vigil 

3rd Sunday after Pentecost 

12 Mon 10:00am Divine Liturgy HOLY APOSTLES PETER AND PAUL (o.c.) 

13 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 

17 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  

18 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy 
 

4th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

20 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 

24 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  

25 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy 
 

5th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

27 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 

28 Wed 10:00am Divine Liturgy Holy Great Prince Vladimir, Equal-to-the-Apostles (O.C.) 

31 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Every Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday Moleben before 
 icon Mother of God  

 



  

 August 2021 
Beginning of the Dormition Fast (New Calendar) 

1 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy 6th Sunday after Pentecost 

3 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perish-
ing” 

 5 Thu 7:00pm Vespers Transfiguration of Our Lord (n.c.)  
(St.Herman’s Church) 

6 Fri 10:00am Divine Liturgy (blessing of fruit) 

7 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  

8 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy  7th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

9 Mon 10:00am Divine Liturgy Ven.Herman of Alaska ( St.Herman’s Church) 

10 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perish-
ing” 

Beginning of the Dormition Fast (Old Calendar) 

14 Sat 5:00pm Vigil Dormition of the Most Holy Theotokos (n.c.) 
8th Sunday after Pentecost 
 15 Sun 10:00am 

 
Divine Liturgy 

18 Wed 7:00pm VIGIL  
TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD (O.C.) 

19 Thu 10:00am DIVINE LITURGY (fruit blessing) 

21 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  

22 Sun 10:00am 
 

Divine Liturgy  9th Sunday after Pentecost 

24 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perish-
ing” 

27 Fri 7:00pm VIGIL DORMITION OF THE MOST HOLY THEOTOKOS 
(O.C.) 

28 Sat 10:00am 
5:00pm 

DIVINE LITURGY 
Vigil 

29 Sun 10:00am 
 

Divine Liturgy  10th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Every Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday Moleben before 

 icon Mother of God  
 


