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What is Paschal Joy?
On Unity in Love and the Bright Resurrection of Christ
The night has turned into a sunny
day, the temples of God are filled
with cheering people, and the bells
are vying with each other to announce the joyful news to the
world, echoing the cries of the
faithful: "Christ is Risen! "Indeed
He is Risen!”
Paschal joy, the joy of the Resurrection — what is it for us? The
church is a family: God is our Father, we are His children, those
children who have decided to return home from wandering in a foreign land, to live with their
Father. The family is large, with many children, and all of us in it, with a single faith in Christ
the Saviour, are completely different. Someone is a baby in the faith, makes only the first steps
on the spiritual ladder, and someone else can already be considered a mature enough child to
help the Father and take responsibility for the younger ones; some, according to the apostle, still
drink milk, and others already eat solid food.
All of us in the Church are different — but all are loved by God, all are embraced by the Holy
Church with its omophorion, like a mother. And the mother expects from the children fraternal
unity, with the difference of ages, characters, talents - unity in love. Therefore, bearing in mind
this unity that is required of us, let us look, trying not to disparage any of our brothers in the
faith, at the difference in our joy in the experience of the Pascha of Christ.
Someone is happy about the Bright Resurrection of Christ simply because the long Lent has
finally ended. Usually these are those who have entered the difficult field of fasting and Christian life in general for the first time, or those who have been in the Church for a long time, but
still pay more attention to the outside. For these people, the main joy is the hassle of preparing
for the holiday, especially in its culinary part, the smell of baking cakes, boiling eggs in onion
husks, going to the store to buy delicacies for the Paschal table and to the kiosk for bright Paschal greeting cards; these people, infants in the faith, we distinguish in churches by the fact that
they tend to style their appearance and behavior "like the author Shmelev,” like books about
Russia. For them, Orthodoxy is still mainly a household way of life and a rite. There is nothing
wrong with this, because if their faith is sincere, they will grow up, face trials and temptations,
and understand that the path to Pascha after Christ inevitably lies through Calvary, through the
difficult, ambiguous cross of our life.

And someone who has already experienced this ambiguity, the grief of the inner cross, coupled
with external trials, rejoices that he has overcome the rocky paths of Great Lent — in a feat that
is feasible for him, in abstinence, prayer and repentance, he feels: God forgave him his sins,
changed something in his heart. These Christians have tasted what "metanoia" is - a change of
mind. And this difficult but beneficial change has given them a new vision: they see themselves
and their neighbors differently than before, they rejoice in the Resurrection of Christ, like His
disciples and apostles who passed through the terrible torments of the Passion, through the sight
of the Cross. They rejoice that, despite the battle with death and sin, the battle, the main field
of which is not so much the external world, but in the depth of their own nature, the battle,
which is by no means over yet, because we are still in the mortal vale of the earth, life still has
to be lived. Christ lives. The victory over death is complete!
And we all rejoice, because the Resurrection of Christ, His victory over death, is an assurance
that our faith and all our life are not in vain. After all, Christianity is not just a "system of
morality". Both people of other faiths and atheists know that it is not good and not useful to kill,
take revenge, steal, and debauch. Only Christians can fully experience the terrible feeling that
puts a person on the edge of the abyss: no matter how righteously I try to live, no matter how
much creative work I do, no matter how many children I raise — I myself, and after me my
children and children's children, all whom I love, will die... Christianity does not close its eyes
fearfully on the edge of this abyss, does not try to escape from it, hide in illusions — it takes a
step over this abyss to go to the other side, to eternal life. In a human way, this is unthinkable.
But God Himself, who became man for the sake of our salvation, our Lord Jesus Christ Himself,
was the first to take this step. And He did it! This means that all of us who love Christ can follow
Him over the terrible abyss and reach eternal life. That life in which everything we do now, in
the days of our earthly, perishable existence, every love, every sincere movement of the heart,
every creative effort, every good done selflessly, everything that is truly dear to us, is unique
and justified. When we rejoice in the days of the Passover of Christ, we rejoice not only for the
risen Lord, but also for our own deliverance from the seemingly unbreakable fetters of death.
How strong and lasting is this joy in us? One parishioner once remarked, "How difficult it is
for us to shout, 'Christ is Risen!’ on all the days of Bright Week, with the same authenticity of
exultation as on Paschal Night itself!” This is one of the indicators of how much our heart is
ready for the Kingdom of God, that we do not get tired of it, we do not miss it, we are not
disappointed in what we so longed for. Yes, Paschal joy cannot be strained or forced. And the
Lord does not want this, He does not commit violence against us. He truly loves us, and there
is no love without freedom, the mutual freedom of those who love. But we bear witness: Paschal
joy can become permanent for us, on any day of the church calendar, at any moment of our
lives. And, regardless of the season, like St. Seraphim of Sarov we can sincerely say to each
other, "Christ is Risen, my joy!" because our beloved Christ the Lord has risen for us once and
forever, He is truly alive and always abides with us!

PARISH LIFE:
Important dates:
th

APRIL 25 - PALM SUNDAY: ENTRY OF OUR
LORD INTO JERUSALEM. VISIT BY ARCHBISHOP BENJAMIN.
MAY 2nd – HOLY PASCHA
MAY 8th - SATURDAY SCHOOL PASCHAL CELEBRATION
MAY 26th – MID PENTECOST
JUNE 20th – HOLY PENTECOST. HOLY TRINITY
JUNE 21st – HOLY SPIRIT DAY/ SISTERHOOD
PATRONAL FEAST DAY
JUNE 29th – APOSTLES’ FAST BEGINS

From Fr.Nazari
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
As I am writing this message, we find ourselves in the
5th week of Great Lent.
During this week Holy Church reminds us - through
the service of matins with a reading of the entire
Canon of St. Andrew of Crete on Thursday, and matins with with the singing of an akathist to the Mother
of God - about the ending of our lenten journey and
the approaching celebration of our Lord’s Resurrection. The Holy Church calls us to develop the virtues
of repentance, patience, and love for our brethren, and
most importantly, prayer.
We went through a difficult year of pandemic. God
blessed us with this unique opportunity to discover
what a Christian life during pandemic or worldwide
disaster is like. He gave us the blessed possibility to
learn that true Christian life is not self-centered but it
is quite the opposite – it is a life of self-denial and
profound caring for others.
As we draw closer to the celebration of the earthly
Pascha that we mark on our calendars, we as Orthodox Christians are called to realize that we are actually celebrating the celestial Pascha of the heavenly
Kingdom, and this very celebration is the celebration
of eternity. All of us are going to be very busy in the
next weeks in preparation for this glorious feast by

cleaning our homes and preparing all kind of dishes
for our Paschal banquet, but let us not forget that most
important banquet for which we must prepare ourselves: the banquet of the Holy Eucharist, the communion of the Holy Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ, so His Body becomes our own and His
Blood runs in our veins. Dear brothers and sisters, let
us follow this calling and let us enter into the joy of
our Savior duly prepared by labors of repentance, love
for our brethren, almsgiving, and our own service to
His Holy Church here on Earth. Once again I ask your
forgiveness for all of my shortcomings and mistakes,
and I look forward to seeing all of you at the Paschal
Banquet that Lord will prepare for us.
Archpriest Nazari Polataiko
Sisterhood news
Sisterhood has been busy. We finally started to serve
a few items for Lunch after Liturgy. Several people
have made borscht and brought it to Church and
also a variety of vegetables along with piroshky. We
also are planning to make "verba" bouquets on Saturday April 17th at 10:00 am. The cleaning of the
Church has been scheduled for Tuesday the 20th of
April at 9:30 am. We can use all the help we can get
for both these projects We will serve lunch at both
occasions Please try to set these days aside to come
and help us We can use as many hands as possible to
get the jobs done. This is also a reminder to our members that your 2021 dues are due. Some of you have
taken care of this and others forgot., Please see Ann
Chach our treasurer. We are in need of more funds to
take care of all our obligations.
Irene Gregory
From Starosta
Christ is Risen! Indeed is Risen! Best wishes for a
Joyous Feast!
Starosta Alla Bobrov

FUNERALS:

Kateryna Dobychina…………………………………………..March 20
Aleksandra Rudnitskaya………………………………………March 24
Memory eternal!

BAPTISMS:

Melanie Grigoryants………………………………………… April 3
Ethan (Ivan) Kondratiev…………………………………… April 13
Mia (Maria) Kondratiev…………………………………… April 13
Many years!
Prayer Request list:

Alla, Lidia, Serafim, Mary, Ann, Jonathan, Margo, Irene Gregory, Marina Dobis, Helen,
Teodor, Irina, Natalia, Marie, Lazarus.

The Parish Council Would Like to Thank the Following Persons
for their BUILDING Fund and CENTENNIAL Fund Contributions

Beverly Rogers $500.00 Ivan Podvalov $200.00 Maria Kaljakin $100.00 Ivan Rubtsov $100.00 Irene Gregory $1500.00
Fr.Michael & Linda Simerick IMO Eddie Aguero $100.00 John Syssoyeff IMO Eddie Aguero $300.00 John Syssoyeff
roof $1000.00 Eugene Noskoff – sprinklers $450.00. Anonymous – altar $2,500.00 Lee Ashby IMO Harold Ashby
$10,000.00 Irene Gregory- SP $750.00 Anonymous- sound system $2,000.00 Nina Perinelle Centennial Fund $ 100.00
Alla Bobrov Centennial Fund $ 100.00 Lidia Sidio – SP roof $5,000.00. Mike Protsenko- special projects $200.00 Nina
Perinelle- Centennial Fund $100.00 Jerry Chariton – IMO Simon Russin $15

PLEASE PARTICIPATE IN OUR CENTENNIAL PROJECT
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

May 2021
1 Great & Holy Saturday

Bright Week
2 SUN

8:00am
2,4,6,8,11pm
8:00pm
11:30pm

Vesperal Divine Liturgy with 15 Old Testament readings
Blessing of baskets
Reading of the Acts of the Holy Apostles
Nocturns/Midnight Office

15 Sat
16 Sun
18 Tue

10:00am
5:00pm
9:00am
12:00pm
3:00pm
9:00am
12:00pm
1:30pm
3:00pm
7:00pm
5:00pm
10:00am
7:00pm

HOLY PASCHA: RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
PASCHAL PROCESSION
Blessing of baskets
DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM
Paschal Vespers
Paschal Liturgy & Procession
Bright Monday
Divine Liturgy & Procession
Bright Thursday: Gt. Martyr George
St.Herman’s Church
Paschal Liturgy, Children’s Procession
Bright Saturday
Vigil
2nd Sunday in Paschal-tide:
Divine Liturgy
THOMAS SUNDAY / ANTI-PASCHA
Lityas at Hollywood Cemetery
Lityas at Valhalla Cemetery
Divine Liturgy & Panikhida
Lityas at Hollywood Cemetery
RADONITZA - Day of Rejoicing
Serbian Cemetery
Lityas at Valhalla Cemetery
Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing”
Vigil
3rd Sunday in Paschaltide:
MYRRH-BEARING WOMEN
Divine Liturgy
Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing”

22
23
25
26
29
30

5:00pm
10:00am
7:00pm
10:00am
5:00pm
10:00am

Vigil
4th Sunday in Paschaltide:
THE PARALYTIC
Divine Liturgy
Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing”
Divine Liturgy (St. Herman’s Church)
Mid-Pentecost
Vigil
5th Sunday in Paschaltide:
Divine Liturgy
THE SAMARITAN WOMAN

3 Mon
6 Thu
8 Sat
9 Sun
11 Tue

Sat
Sun
Tue
Wed
Sat
Sun

12:00am
1:00am
1:30am
12:00pm
10:00am
10:00am

Every Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday Moleben before
icon Mother of God at 12:00 pm

If you want to have a great smile
Visit BRIGHTON Dental Clinique
Wally Bashawaty D.D.S.
9675 Brighton Way, Penthouse A
Beverly Hills, CA 90210
Tel. (424)444-3000

June 2021
5 Sat
6 Sun

8 Tue
9 Wed
10 Thu
12 Sat
13 Sun
15 Tue
19 Sat

5:00pm Vigil
6th Sunday in Paschal-tide
THE BLIND MAN

10:00am Divine Liturgy

7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing”
10:00am Divine Liturgy (St.Herman’s Church)
7:00pm Vigil
10:00am Divine Liturgy

Leavetaking of PASCHA
ASCENSION of OUR LORD

5:00pm Vigil
7th Sunday in Paschal-tide:
FATHERS OF THE 1ST ECUMENICAL COUNCIL
7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing”

10:00am Divine Liturgy

Soul Saturday

20 Sun

10:00am Memorial Divine Liturgy
5:00pm VIGIL
10:00am DIVINE LITURGY & VESPERS

21 Mon

10:00am Divine Liturgy (St.Herman’s Church)

2nd day of Pentecost: Holy Spirit Day

HOLY PENTECOST
The descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles

22 Tue

7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing”

26 Sat

5:00pm Vigil

27 Sun

10:00am Divine Liturgy

SUNDAY OF ALL SAINTS

Beginning of the Apostles’ Fast
29 Tue

7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing”

Every Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday Moleben before
icon Mother of God at 12:00 pm

