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The Deeper Meaning in the Blessing of Homes 

The tradition of blessing homes has special beauty and signifi-
cance. It is not simply a sentimental custom without meaning, 
nor is it a custom whose meaning we have forgotten. It is done 
at the time of the feast of the Lord’s Baptism – reminding us of 
not only our baptisms, but also of the need of baptizing the world 
in which we live, including what we might call “my world” – 
‘my personal space.’  

When an Orthodox Christian believer moves into a new home, 
he dedicates it not only as the abode of a follower of Christ, but 
also as a shining example to the community of good clean Chris-
tian life. He asks that God, the source of all goodness and the 
Giver of every perfect gift, bless this house and all that is within 
it; he recalls that Jesus Christ, His Son, came to bring Salvation 
to it, even as He brought Salvation to the house of Zacchaeus, 

the house of Mary and Martha and Lazarus, and the house of Saint John the Evangelist when He sent his holy Mother to 
live with him. He prays that the Holy Spirit may abide in it, guiding those who dwell in it in the Paths of righteousness. 
Also he brings into his home holy icons of the Savior and his Mother, and of the saints and of holy events. He brings 
candles and incense blessed in church. This blessing at the establishment of a house is usually celebrated by the priest in 
the presence of the entire family. On the Feast of Theophany we rededicate our home for its original purpose, just as we 
must periodically rededicate our life to Christ. We do it especially on this Feast because this is the day on which we 
remember in the Church Year the coming of Christ who began His Ministry when He descended into Jordan to be Baptized 
by Saint John the Forerunner and Baptist. He enters again into our lives reminding us that we must “repent, for the King-
dom of God is at hand.”  

An Orthodox Christian must dedicate not only himself and his house to the Lord, but his daily work and all his efforts as 
well. All things are to be done to the glory of God. That is why in the Christian Orthodox Church, not only religious 
objects, such as icons, crosses, churches and vestments, are blessed, but also homes, fields, animals, clothing, cars and all 
objects which are used in our daily lives for the good of man. In this the Church expresses its faith that the Holy Spirit’s 
sanctifying action extends over the whole Creation. At the Nativity of Our Lord, we sing a Christmas carol which tells us 
‘Let every heart prepare Him room.’ We know that this means not only to ‘make a space for’ but it means to clean and 
cleanse and purify our homes and get ready for Him to come to us, not only in our homes but also, and more especially, 
into our hearts. 

We prepare our hearts and souls and heads, cleaning them of all sinfulness so that when He comes, the place will be 
refreshed and ready. When someone comes to stay in your guest room (which you may not use often, or may use only to 
store lots of ‘stuff’), we normally air the room out, dust it and change the bed linens which may have become somewhat 
musty. We might even wash the windows to let the light shine in, clean the floor, and make room by shoving all the ‘stuff’ 
into closets (or under the bed). We know then that cleaning the house of our soul is equally hard work. We take stock of 
our lives and actions over the past year, come to confession so that Our Lord – who washes away our sins when we confess 
them – when He comes in to us, has a refreshed and clean place worthy of laying His head – He comes to abide in us as 
well as our homes! But we need to think a little further and deeper. We need to look carefully at our houses, our homes, 
the places where we live and work. Blessing the home is a spiritual ‘exercise’ led by the Lord Himself, through his priest. 
Effective family life does not just happen; it is the result of deliberate intention, determination and practice. Before the 
home is blessed, the house must be cleansed of all that is an affront to God, all that is offensive to Him. Just as we prepare 
our souls, we have to prepare not just the building, but the spirit in which we live. This should be done as a family. We 
should ask each other if there is anything which is causing us to hold a grudge or to refuse to speak with someone. Saint 
John the Evangelist writes in his letter: “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and 
the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passes away, and the lust thereof: but he that does 
the will of God abides for ever.” (1 John 2:15-17).  

 

 



 
PARISH LIFE: 

Important dates: 
 
January 6th - THEOPHANY: THE BAPTISM OF OUR 
LORD (new calendar) 
January 7th - NATIVITY OF OUR LORD AND GOD JESUS 
CHRIST (old calendar) 
January 19th - THEOPHANY: THE BAPTISM OF OUR 
LORD (old calendar) 
February 2nd – MEETING OF OUR LORD IN THE  
TEMPLE (new calendar) 
February 13-14 – PARISH FEAST DAY: THE MOST 
HOLY THEOTOKOS “RESCUER OF THE PERISHING” 
FEBRUARY 15TH - MEETING OF OUR LORD IN THE 
TEMPLE (old calendar) 
 
From the desk of Fr Nazari 
 
My dear parishioners, dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ. 
Christ is born, Glorify Him! 
 
First of all I would like to greet everybody whom I didn’t 
have a chance to during the Nativity of our Lord and Sav-
ior Jesus Christ and the Great Feast of Theophany. May 
the newly born Saviour, who came into this world to save 
all of us shine forth in our hearts and may His Gospel be 
incarnate in our lives. The last month of the year 2020 
was busy  with preparation of upcoming feasts, all sorts 
of meetings, regular and extraordinary Parish Council 
meetings, repairs and organization of our main Parish of-
fice. Just like the rest  of 2020, December was filled with 
a constant adaptation to the reality of life during pan-
demic and thanks God for everyone who came forward 
with help by dedicating their time, thanks be to God for 
everyone who helped their financial contribution and 
thanks be to God for all the talented people, who dedi-
cated their God- given talents to serving God in our Par-
ish. It seems that every difficulty was overcome and an 
appropriate solution was found in order to continue our 
ministry to our faithful. Just before Nativity we baptized 
another catechumen and received new family into our of-
ficial membership – this is a sign that we are alive, this is 
a sign that we are growing, this is a sign that we are rele-
vant and needed in this society. Last year I was blessed to 
baptize 23 persons, married 2 couples and also I had 20 
funerals. May God bless and protect our newly illumined 
and newly wedded, and may He grant Memory Eternal to 
all departed to life eternal in the hope of resurrection.  
 
 
 

Now about beginning of the New Year.  
On the January 31st, Sunday right after Divine Liturgy we 
will be holding our General Parish meeting. During this 
meeting besides presentations of reports from different 
Parish ministries we will need to elect a Parish Council; 
Starosta of the Parish, Audit Committee and accept pro-
posed budget for the year of 2021. Even though this meet-
ing will be held in somewhat unusual format, meaning 
that people will be able to participate not only in person 
on our Parish yard but also via zoom. I encourage all of 
our active Parishioners even if you are not voting member 
to participate and share your constructive criticism, views 
and opinions, so we can be more successful in our work 
in the upcoming year. I thank you for your active partici-
pation and input. 
        Again I would like to address the issue of preparation 
for our Centennial celebration. Again I began to work on 
organizing our parish historical archives: documents, 
photographs, publications etc. Sadly, for the last few dec-
ades, not many documents and photographs were pre-
served, especially after everyone moved to digital tech-
nology. Therefore once again I am asking you for as-
sistance, and especially those parishioners who been in 
our parish a long time. If you have in your possession 
any photographs, videos, or publications connected 
with our parish life, please share them with me, so they 
can be copied and preserved in our parish archives 
and perhaps used to write a historical note in prepa-
ration for the 100 anniversary booklet. 
        Dear Brothers and Sisters, I thank you all.  I love you 
all, and I pray for all of you and ask you for prayers for 
our parish community, for our Parish Council, and for me, 
unworthy though I be. 

 Archpriest Nazari Polataiko 
 
From the Kiosk/Bookstore 
We encourage you to visit the kiosk and browse the latest 
display and offerings. Featured is a great selection of 
books on Scripture. Just in: a nice three-volume set of 
scriptural interpretation by Bishop Averky and Taught by 
God, an explanation of the more difficult passages in the 
New Testament. Still on display: the writings of St Si-
louan's spiritual children, St.Sophrony, newly glorified, 
and Elder Zacharias. You can also choose from a nice se-
lection of crosses, icons, and books on prayer. Our Kiosk 
staff is ready to help you find the right item to strengthen 
you in your for spiritual warfare, second only to the Di-
vine Liturgy and the Holy Mysteries. As our own Sister 
Elizabeth likes to say, 'Come and see!".  
 



  

 
 

            
BAPTISMS:          

Maksim Bobirov……………………………...…………… … January 3rd 

 

Many years! 
 

Prayer Request list: 

Alla, Lidia, Serafim, Mary, Ann, Jonathan, Margo, Irene Gregory, Marina Dobis, Helen,  

Teodor, Irina, Natalia, Marie, Lazarus. 
 
 

The Parish Council Would Like to Thank the Following Persons 

for their BUILDING Fund and CENTENNIAL Fund Contributions 

 

 
Alla Bobrov 100.00 Irene Gregory 750.00  Karine Markarian 100.00 John Sessoyeff 

IMO Eddie Aguero 300.00 Irene Gregory IMO Eddie Aguero 50.00 

 

 

Starting January 19th we will begin to receive requests for an Annual 
house blessing with Jordan water. 

Please fill this coupon or contact Father Nazari to make an appointment. 
 

Coupon for blessing house / apartment 
 

Full name:_______________________________________________ 
 

Address:___________________________________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________ 
 

Telephone:________________________________ 
 

Remarks:___________________________________________________ 
 

 



  

January 2021 
 

2 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  
3 Sun 10:00am 

 
Liturgy 31st SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

5 Tue 10:00am 
7:00pm 

Royal Hours 
VIGIL &WATER BLESSING 

THEOPHANY: THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
(New calendar) 

(St.Herman’s Church) 

6 Wed 10:00am 
 

7:00pm 

DIVINE LITURGY & WATER 
BLESSING. 
VIGIL 

NATIVITY OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOUR 
JESUS CHRIST (Old calendar) 

7 Thu 10:00am DIVINE LITURGY 
9 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  

10 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy 
 

32nd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

12 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 
14 Thu 8:00am Divine Liturgy The Lord’s Circumcision; St. Basil  

(St.Herman’s Church) 

16 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  
17 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy 

 
33rd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

18 Mon 7:00pm VIGIL & water blessing THEOPHANY: THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
 (Old calendar) 19 Tue 9:00am LITURGY & water blessing 

23 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  
24 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy 34th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

25 Mon 8:00am Divine Liturgy Martyr Tatiana of Rome.  
(St.Herman’s Church) 

26 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 
30 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  
31 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy 35th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

 
Every Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday Moleben before 

 icon Mother of God at 12:00 pm 
 
 If you want to have a great smile 

Visit BRIGHTON Dental Clinique 
Wally Bashawaty D.D.S. 

9675 Brighton Way, Penthouse A 
Beverly Hills, CA 90210 

Tel. (424)444-3000 



  

February 2021 
 

1 Mon 5:00pm Great Vespers THE MEETING OF OUR LORD (new calendar) 
(St.Herman’s Church) 2 Tue 8:00am 

7:00pm 
Divine Liturgy 

Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perish-
ing” 

6 Sat 10:00am 
 
 

5:00pm 

Divine Liturgy Blessed Ksenia of St. Petersburg; Ven. Ksenia of Rome 
(St.Herman’s belltower Church ) 

Vigil 
35TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

Synaxis of the New Martyrs and Confessors of Russia 
7 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy 

9 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perish-
ing” 

12 Fri 10:00am Divine Liturgy                         Three Holy Hierarchs: Sts. Basil, Gregory, John Chrysostom 
(St.Herman’s belltower Church) 

13 Sat 5:00pm Vigil PARISH FEASTDAY: THE ALL-HOLY         
THEOTOKOS, RESCUER OF THE PERISHING 

ZACCHAEUS SUNDAY 
14 Sun 10:00am 

 
3:00pm 

Divine Liturgy 
& Cross Procession 
Vigil 

THE MEETING OF OUR LORD (old calendar) 15 Mon 8:00am Divine Liturgy 

16 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perish-
ing” 

20 Sat 5:00pm Vigil 
SUNDAY OF THE PUBLICAN AND THE PHARISEE 21 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy 

fast-free week (Feb. 21 - 26) 

23 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perish-
ing” 

27 Sat 5:00pm Vigil 
  SUNDAY OF THE PRODIGAL SON 28 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy 

 
Every Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday Moleben before 

 icon Mother of God at 12:00 pm 
 

PLEASE CHECK OUR UPDATED SCHEDULE ON OUR WEBSITE WWW.HVMLA.ORG 
 

MEDIA PARTNER www.kartina.tv  Tel.: (323) 230-6644 


