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            Protopresbyter Alexander Schmemann, the late Dean of Saint Vladimir’s Seminary, 
celebrated the Divine Liturgy for the last time on Thanksgiving Day 1983.  Two weeks later, 
on December 13, he fell asleep in the Lord.  As is well known, Father Alexander had devoted 
his entire life to teaching, writing and preaching about the Eucharist—the Greek word eu-
charist means thanksgiving.  
           At the conclusion of the Liturgy, Father Alexander took from his pocket a short writ-
ten sermon, in the form of a prayer, which he proceeded to read.  This was uncharacteristic 
of Father Alexander, since he never wrote his liturgical homilies, but delivered them extem-
poraneously.  These were his words, which proved to be the last ever spoken by him from 
the ambo in church, yet which resound as clearly today, 37 years later, as they did the day 
they were spoken. 

 
Thank You, O Lord! 

Everyone capable of thanksgiving is capable of salvation and eternal joy. 

Thank You, O Lord, for having accepted this Eucharist, which we offered to the Holy 
Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and which filled our hearts with the joy, peace and 
righteousness of the Holy Spirit. 

Thank You, O Lord, for having revealed Yourself unto us and given us the foretaste of 
Your Kingdom. 

Thank You, O Lord, for having united us to one another in serving You and Your Holy 
Church. 

Thank You, O Lord, for having helped us to overcome all difficulties, tensions, pas-
sions, temptations and restored peace, mutual love and joy in sharing the communion of 
the Holy Spirit. 

Thank You, O Lord, for the sufferings You bestowed upon us, for they are purifying us 
from selfishness and reminding us of the “one thing needed;” Your eternal Kingdom. 

Thank You, O Lord, for having given us this country where we are free to worship You. 

Thank You, O Lord, for this school, where the name of God is proclaimed. 

Thank You, O Lord, for our families: husbands, wives and, especially, children who 
teach us how to celebrate Your holy Name in joy, movement and holy noise.Thank 
You, O Lord, for everyone and everything. 

Great are You, O Lord, and marvelous are Your deeds, and no word is sufficient to cel-
ebrate Your miracles.  Lord, it is good to be here! Amen! 



 
PARISH LIFE: 

 
Important dates: 
NOVEMBER 21ST – ENTRY OF VIRGIN 
MARY INTO THE TEMPLE (N.C.) 
NOVEMBER 26TH –THANKSGIVING DAY 
 
From the desk of Fr Nazari 
 
My dear parishioners,  
From the bottom of my heart, I would like to thank 
everybody for your greetings, wishes, prayers and 
gifts on my namesday when we commemorate the 
great martyr Nazarius. This is the fifth namesday that 
I have had the honor to celebrate with you, my dear 
family, in our God-beloved Cathedral in Los Ange-
les.  May God bless all of us!   
 
October of 2020 was another busy month. Usually at 
the end of September and beginning of October our 
Parish holds several events important to  the life of 
our Parish community, such as our semi-annual Gen-
eral Parish meeting during which we inform you 
about our financial health, and our annual Slavic Fes-
tival which helps us to raise additional funds to con-
tinue with our parish mission and to cover our out-
standing expenses for the year.  October 16th we had 
our monthly Parish Council meeting, at which our 
Treasurer presented a financial report to date for the 
whole year. It is with profound sadness that I inform 
you that compared to last year, monetary donations 
to our parish dropped by 50% which is real troubling 
information. 
 
Dear brothers and sisters, I understand that the pan-
demic and only partially reopening our church for 
services is a big issue, but if this situation continues 
I am afraid to say that the results may be devastating. 
Therefore with profound humility on behalf of our 
parish I ask you for help.  In the last issue of our 
newsletter  we published an article on an orthodox 
perspective on tithing in the Church. I would like to 
quote you a paragraph from this to remind us all that 
without our personal assistance, our spiritual home 
may wither just like a beautiful garden without loving 
gardeners and water.  
 

“From the beginning, however, we must adopt the 
idea that we give a percentage of our treasure; we 
cannot base it on impulse, giving "a little something" 
from what we "have left over." Instead, our offering 
should represent "the firstfruits of our produce" of-
fered because we feel the need to "honor the Lord 
with our substance," because we want to show our 
gratitude to Him for His blessings, and because we 
acknowledge our part in His work of redeeming the 
world.” 
I ask you to listen to the call from scriptures and the 
Holy Fathers and once again help us to maintain our 
flourishing spiritual garden by your treasure (mone-
tary donations), your talents (offering your expertise) 
to help in our Parish life, and your time (to serve on 
a Parish Council, committee or just help us with a 
parish projects). Our personal involvement in these 
three ways is not only helpful to our community, but 
above all healthful to our spiritual well-being. Thank 
you! 
       In 2023 we are going to mark our 100 Anniver-
sary, as was mentioned at the last Annual Parish 
meeting.  We are hoping to at least begin our Centen-
nial project, but beside repairing and expanding our 
Church building we also have to preserve our historic 
heritage. Last month I began to work on organizing 
our parish historical archives: documents, photo-
graphs, publications etc. Sadly, for the last few dec-
ades, not many documents and photographs were pre-
served, especially after everybody moved to digital 
technology. Therefore once again I am asking you 
for assistance, and especially those parishioners 
who been in our parish a long time. If you have in 
your possession any photographs, videos, or pub-
lications connected with our parish life, please 
share them with me, so they can be copied and 
preserved in our parish archives and perhaps 
used to write a historical note in preparation for 
the 100 anniversary booklet. 
        Dear brothers and sisters, I thank you all.  I love 
you all, and I pray for all of you and ask you for pray-
ers for our parish community, for our Parish Council, 
and for me, unworthy though I be. 
 

 Archpriest Nazari Polataiko 
 



Sisterhood news  
I would like to take this opportunity to thank friends 
far and near who have sent us donations.  It's been 
difficult for us to meet our obligations without any 
income the past eight months.  Sunday lunch was the 
only source of augmenting our treasury.  Hopefully 
as the epidemic subsides,we might start selling food 
on a small scale.  Parishioners have been asking 
when we might open the kitchen.  This will require a 
lot of thinking  on how this might be done 
safely.  Many problems have to be solved before 
this can happen.   I would like to remind our mem-
bers that those of  you who have forgotten and not 
sent in your 2020 dues, please do so.  It will certainly 
help. Send them to Ann Chach, treasurer, or Sister-
hood in care of  HVM. A big thanks to all of you.   

Irene Gregory 

   
Saturday School 
With the blessing of his Eminence Benjamin, Arch-
bishop of San Francisco and the West, the Russian 
Saturday School begins its work on a hybrid scheme 
on September 19. If you have any questions, please 
contact the school administration at (323) 413-7877. 
                                          Irina Usova, Coordinator 

 
                                                    

Parish needs your help 
Looking for people willing to learn Prosfora baking, 
to help our Parish. Practical, hands-on instruction 
will be provided. Interested individuals should leave 
their name and telephone number at the Parish office. 

 
 
 
 
 

BAPTISMS:              Sebastian Walbrun……………..…………………. …October 10th     

                                   Michael Halavach……………..…………………. …. October 17th     

  Many years! 

FUNERALS:            Lidia Shevtsova……………..…………………. …… October 26th     

 

Prayer Request list 
Alla, Lidia, Serafim, Mary, Ann, Jonathan, Margo, Irene Gregory, Marina Dobis, Helen, 

Teodor, Irina, Natalia, Marie, Lazarus, Sergey, Natalia. 
 

 
 

The Parish Council Would Like to Thank the Following Persons 

for their BUILDING Fund and CENTENNIAL Fund Contributions 

 

 
Anonymous 100.00; Anonymous 100.00;   Beverley W. Rodgers 890.00 -Dictionary project; Igor and 
Tatiana Timohovich 100.00 -Riza for Icon; Irene Gregory 1,500.00; Irene Gregory 500.00 – for Audio 
system; Karina & Zara Markarian 1,000.00 – IMO parents; Maria Cox 200.00 - IMO Anna Pashkow-
ski; Maksim Bekalo 1,000.00 - Altar iconography;  Natalie Gold -Altar iconography;  Natalie Latter 
15,000.00; Olga Fogel 500.00 – Iconography; Olga Lee 50.00 - Riza for Icon; Zinaida Shalygin 
100.00- IMO Klaudia Tikhomirov. 

 



  

November 2020 
1 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy  21st  SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 

3 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 

7 Sat 12:00pm 
5:00pm 

Panikhida 
Vigil 

Demetrius Saturday (o.c.) 

8 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy 
 

22nd   SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

10 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 

14 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  

15 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy 
 

23rd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

17 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 

20 Fri 7:00pm Great Vespers ENTRY OF THE HOLY VIRGIN MARY INTO THE TEMPLE 
(New calendar) 

(ST. HERMAN’S BELLTOWER CHURCH) 21 Sat 8:00am 
5:00pm 

Divine Liturgy 
Vigil 

22 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy 24th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

24 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 

26 Thu 10:00am Thanksgiving Moleben Thanksgiving Day 

28 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  

29 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy 25th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

 
 
Starting September 1st daily moleben before wonderworking icon of the Theoto-
kos “Rescuer of the Perishing” is served you can submit your list of names for 
week, month or year commemoration. For more information please call (323) 
661-7000. 

 
 
 



  

December 2020 
 

3 Thu 7:00pm Vigil  
ENTRY OF HOLY VIRGIN MARY INTO THE TEMPLE (O.C.) 4 Fri 8:00am Divine Liturgy 

5 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  
6 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy 

 
26th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

7 Mon 8:00am Divine Liturgy Greatmartyr Catherine. (St.Herman’s  Church) 
8 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 

12 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  
13 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy 

 
27th  SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

15 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 
17 Thu 8:00am Divine Liturgy Greatmartyr Barbara.  (St.Herman’s  Church) 
18 Fri 7:00pm Vigil  

St. Nicholas the Wonderworker 19 Sat 8:00am 
5:00pm 

Divine Liturgy 
Vigil  

20 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy 
 

28th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

22 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 
24 Thu 8:00am 

 
 

Royal Hours & 
Vesperal Liturgy 
(St.Herman’s  Church) 

 
NATIVITY OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOUR 

JESUS CHRIST (New calendar) 
 

5:00pm 
 
VIGIL 

25 Fri 10:00am DIVINE LITURGY 
26 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  
27 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy 29th  SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
29 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 
31 Thu 7:00pm New Year’s Eve Moleben  

 
 

PLEASE CHECK OUR UPDATED SCHEDULE ON OUR WEBSITE WWW.HVMLA.ORG 
MEDIA PARTNER www.kartina.tv  Tel.: (323) 230-6644 

 
 
 

 

If you want to have a great smile 
Visit BRIGHTON Dental Clinique 

Wally Bashawaty D.D.S. 
9675 Brighton Way, Penthouse A 

Beverly Hills, CA 90210 
Tel. (424)444-3000 


