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DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS
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THE HISTORY OF THE CREATION AND VENERATION OF THE ICON OF THE
SAVIOUR NOT MADE BY HUMAN HANDS
When people pray in front of icons, they don't often think about where icons came from, when
and by whom the tradition of venerating icons was established. Prayer before the image is so
familiar to us that it seems eternal. Meanwhile, in the gospel, Christ never spoke about icons.
But the Holy Tradition tells us the story of the first icon that Christ created — it was not made
by human hands, but has a miraculous origin, which is why it is called “Spas” Not Made by
Human Hands (the word “Spas” is an abbreviation of" Savior", the title of Christ as the One
Who saved all people from the bondage of sin). This image has long been preserved by mankind, it has a long history and deep theological significance.
In the Gospel and Apostolic Epistles, there is absolutely no description of
the appearance of Christ. Nevertheless, all
the icons of the Lord show us the same image of the God-man. This is due to the miraculous creation of His own icon by
Christ. The history of this amazing event
was recorded by the Roman historian Eusebius from Palestine, a Christian, as well
as by the monk Ephraim the Syrian — a
holy ascetic of the Syrian desert. The document is a real historical source. Thanks to
the descriptions of Eusebius, many everyday details of the life of the Roman Empire
of that period have come down to us.
Eusebius wrote that during the life of
Christ, the fame of him and his miracles
spread even to other countries. The king of the city of Edessa (now located in Turkey), named
Abgar, sent a servant and a skilled artist to Christ. Abgar was an old man and suffered severely from a disease of the joints of his legs. He asked for Christ to pray for him and heal
his disease, and in order to see Christ himself (due to illness, he could not do this, and there
were no images of the Lord yet), he instructed the artist to draw a picture of Christ from
nature. This was a common practice in the Roman Empire, creating portraits and sculpting
busts from life. Art at the time of the earthly life of Christ was sufficiently developed to depict
with the help of chiaroscuro. Many believe that the schematic features of iconography were
the result of a lack of understanding of the creators of images of painting, but this is not true;
iconography has its own language of drawing, consisting in techniques of reverse perspective
and symbolism.

When the king's messengers sent Christ a request for healing, the Lord promised that
one of his apostles would visit Edessa and enlighten his people with the light of the New
Testament teaching. At this time, the artist of the king tried and could not draw Christ. Then
the Lord himself took a towel (handkerchief, in Church Slavonic “ubrus”) and He wiped His
face with it — the face of the Lord was imprinted on the handkerchief. This is why this image
is called Not Created by Human Hands: The Grace of the Lord, His own energy and power
created the image.
Thus, during the life of the Savior, the first icon appeared. The Royal envoys brought
the miraculous image to Edessa on a cloth this Not-man-made Image-Mandalion (in Greek
— on a cloth) became revered as a great Shrine by the king. And when the Holy Apostle
Thaddeus visited the city after the Ascension of Christ, according to another historian, Procopius of Caesarea, he cured king Abgar, preached Christianity and performed many miracles. Then the image of the Saviour Not Made by Hands became a city Shrine that protected
the Edessans, and was placed over the city gates as the banner of Edessa. Over the course of
several centuries, many miracles were performed in prayer before Him, and the chronicler
Evagrius of Antioch recorded evidence of the miraculous deliverance of Edessa from the
siege of enemies thanks to Him.
Alas, one of the descendants of Abgar became a pagan and Iconoclast. To protect the
venerated image from destruction, the Christians of Edessa covered the icon with stones in
the wall. The image was hidden for so long that the generation of Christians who survived
the persecution no longer remembered the location of the Shrine. Only during a new war, in
the VIth century, after the prayer of the citizens for salvation, the Bishop of the city in a dream
saw the place where the image was hidden. When the masonry was removed, it turned out
that the Face of Christ was also imprinted on the stones ("on chrepia", in Church Slavonic).
The small lamp that had been set up in previous centuries also continued to burn miraculously.
Both images became objects of worship. The icon engraved on stones, called Ceramide
and placed in the icon case, and Mandylion was transferred to the altar of the Cathedral, where
believers could venerate Holy image twice a year.
At the end of the XI century, the Byzantine army besieged the city and demanded to
surrender to the Emperor. In exchange for peace offered by Constantinople Edessians had
give them a wonderful image Not Made With Hands-the Mandalion, and the icon was moved
to Constantinople. This day — August 29 in the new style-is now a Church holiday. This is
the Third, “Bread or Nut Spas”, the day of remembrance of the transfer from Edessa to Constantinople of the Image of Christ “Not Made by Human Hands” on this day in Rus, the
harvest of wheat was completed and the nuts were ripe, for the collection of which the peasants took the blessing. After the Liturgy, home-made bread and pies made from the flour of
the new crop were blessed.
Unfortunately, the miracle-working Mandalion has not reached our days. During the
crusade of 1204, the icon was captured by the Crusaders and, according to legend, drowned
along with the ship of the crusaders.

PARISH LIFE:
Important dates:
th

AUGUST 6 - OUR LORD’S TRANSFIGURATION (N.C.)
AUGUST 15th – DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS (N.C.)
AUGUST 19th – OUR LORD’S TRANSFIGURATION (O.C.)
AUGUST 28th – DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS (O.C.)
SEPTEMBER 8th – NATIVITY OF OUR ALL-HOLY LADY
THEOTOKOS AND EVER-VIRGIN MARY (N.C.)
SEPTEMBER 14th – UNIVERSAL EXALTATION OF THE
PRECIOUS AND LIFE-CREATING CROSS (N.C.)
SEPTEMBER 21st – NATIVITY OF OUR ALL-HOLY LADY
THEOTOKOS AND EVER-VIRGIN MARY (O.C.)
SEPTEMBER 27th – UNIVERSAL EXALTATION OF THE
PRECIOUS AND LIFE-CREATING CROSS (O.C.)

From the desk of Fr.Nazari
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ!
I would like to take this opportunity and wish all of you successful beginning of the Dormition Fast which on a new calendar starts August 1st and old calendar starts August 14th.
Glory to God the latest changes from Health Department did
not affect our way of worshipping as we are still praying on
our Church yard, so for now I am happy to announce that no
Changes to protocol, we still serving, we can continue to
have up to hundred people praying on our Church yard. It
looks that this situation will continue for the extensive period
of time so Parish Council members and I are looking to make
your stay on the Church yard more comfortable while continue being safe. Other than that July was busy with meetings, visits and extraordinary services. Father Deacon Kirill,
Matushka and I took a trip to visit Holy relics of St.John of
Shanghai and San-Francisco.
On Tuesday we arrived at Holy Virgin Cathedral “Joy of all
who sorrow”with
the blessing of dean
Fr.Peter Perekrestov
we were able to
serve Moleben on
the relics of St.John,
pray for all of our
Parishioners
and
consecrate fragrant
oil on the relics of
the Saint. This oil is
available in our Parish kiosk. Starting
September we will
be serving daily
Moleben on the

front of our Wonderworking icon of Mother of God
“Rescue of the perishing” with addition of special petitions for ending coronavirus pandemic and for the
health, welfare and success of our Parishioners. Everybody can submit their names in the list and can be
commemorated for the week, month or year. I am very
thankful for your prayers. May God bless all of us!
Archpriest Nazari Polataiko
Sisterhood news
Everything is the same as it was last month.
We still miss our luncheons and the social hour after
Liturgy. We were hopeful that we might start having
coffee and sweets soon, but now it seems that we are
back to staying home and only communicating via telephone and email. . I'm sorry to report that our treasury is slowly depleting, because of no activity in our
kitchen. However, we are still able to meet our
monthly donation to the Cathedral, Again I am reminding our members to send in their $25.00 yearly
dues for 2020 to the Church or Ann Chach marked
SISTERHOOD.
Irene Gregory

Saturday School
The new school year’s enrollment in the Russian Saturday School will begin on Saturdays starting August
22 of this year. Registration of students will take place
in the school library from 10 am to 3 PM. Welcome!
Please wear masks and keep social distance!
Irina Usova, Coordinator
Charity Committee
We are continuing to collect new school supplies and
backpacks for students in need. For elementary students we request: backpacks, wide ruled paper, #2
pencils, rulers, crayons (24 color boxes), glue sticks,
Post It Notes, erasers, highlighters (2+ colors), and
loose leaf binders (1 1/2 inch). For secondary students we need: backpacks, college ruled paper, pens,
protractors, compasses, calculators, Post It Notes,
thumb drives, colored pencils, highlighters (3+ colors), loose leaf binders (2 inch), and ruled index
cards. Whether you can provide an entire backpack
or just furnish a few items, please assist your parish
in this ministry.
Marie McEntire, Chairman

BAPTIZMS:

Jordan Austin Randall…………………………….…………………July 18th
Many years!

FUNERALS:

Zoya Bogatkina………………………………………………………July 8th
Maksim Pronichenko…………………………………………………July 9th
Galina Shapiro………………………………………………………July 29th
Memory eternal

Prayer Request list:
Alla, Lidia, Serafim, Mary, Ann, Jonathan, Margo, Irene Gregory, Marina Dobis, Helen, Teodor,
Irina, Natalia, Marie, Lazarus, Sergey, Natalia.

MEDIA PARTNER www.kartina.tv Tel.: (323) 230-6644

If you want to have a great smile
Visit BRIGHTON Dental Clinique
Wally Bashawaty D.D.S.
9675 Brighton Way, Penthouse A
Beverly Hills, CA 90210
Tel. (424)444-3000

PLEASE PARTICIPATE IN OUR CENTENNIAL PROJECT
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

August 2020
1 Sat
2 Sun
4 Tue
5
6
8
9
11

Wed
Thu
Sat
Sun
Tue

7:00pm
8:00am
5:00pm
10:00am
7:00pm

Vigil
Transfiguration of Our Lord (N.C.)
Divine Liturgy (blessing of fruit)
Vigil
9th Sunday after Pentecost; Glorification of St. Herman
Divine Liturgy
Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing”

Sun
Tue

Beginning of the Dormition Fast (Old Calendar)
Vigil
Dormition of the Most Holy Theotokos (N.C.)
Divine Liturgy
Vigil
Divine Liturgy
10th Sunday after Pentecost
VIGIL
TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD (O.C.)
DIVINE LITURGY (fruit blessing)
Vigil
11th Sunday after Pentecost
10:00am Divine Liturgy
7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing”

Thu
Fri
Sat

7:00pm VIGIL
8:00am DIVINE LITURGY
5:00pm Vigil

Sun

10:00am Divine Liturgy

14 Fri
15 Sat
16
18
19
22
23
25
27
28
29
30

Beginning of the Dormition Fast (New Calendar)
5:00pm Vigil
8th Sunday after Pentecost
10:00am Divine Liturgy
7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing”

Sun
Tue
Wed
Sat

7:00pm
8:00am
5:00pm
10:00am
7:00pm
8:00am
5:00pm

DORMITION OF THE MOST HOLY THEOTOKOS (O.C.)
12th Sunday after Pentecost

September 2020
5 Sat
6 Sun

5:00pm Vigil
10:00am Divine Liturgy

7 Mon
8 Tue

7:00pm Great Vespers
8:00am Divine Liturgy

11 Fri
12 Sat
13 Sun
14
15
19
20

Mon
Tue
Sat
Sun

21
22
24
26
27

Mon
Tue
Thu
Sat
Sun

8:00am
5:00pm
10:00am
3:00pm
8:00am
7:00pm
5:00pm
10:00am
3:00pm
8:00am
7:00pm
8:00am
5:00pm
10:00am

13th Sunday after Pentecost
NATIVITY OF OUR ALL-HOLY LADY
THEOTOKOS AND EVER-VIRGIN MARY (N.C.)
(Belltower Church of St. Herman)
Beheading of John the Baptist (Belltower Church of St. Herman)

Divine Liturgy
Vigil
14th Sunday after Pentecost
Divine Liturgy
Vigil
UNIVERSAL EXALTATION OF THE PRECIOUS
AND LIFE-GIVING CROSS (N.C.)
Divine Liturgy
Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing”
Vigil
15th Sunday after Pentecost
Divine Liturgy
Vigil
NATIVITY OF OUR ALL-HOLY LADY
THEOTOKOS AND EVER-VIRGIN MARY (O.C.)
Divine Liturgy
Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing”
Divine Liturgy
Ven. Silouan of Athos (Belltower Church of St. Herman)
Vigil
16th Sunday after Pentecost
UNIVERSAL EXALTATION OF THE PRECIOUS
Divine Liturgy
AND LIFE-GIVING CROSS (O.C.)

Starting September 1st daily moleben before wonderworking icon of the Theotokos “Rescue of the perishing” will be served you can submit your list of names for week, month or year commemoration.

