
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
     May-June 2020             HOLY PENTECOST                 №697 
 
 

 



Wondrous is God in His Saints 
  

On this day of all saints who have pleased God from time immemorial, all Orthodox Christians 
celebrate their Angel’s Day (names day), because we all have the names of saints who are in-
cluded in the heavenly Assembly and pray for us before the throne of God. 
Why do we always celebrate this day after the feast of the Holy Trinity, on the first Sunday after 
the descent of the Holy Spirit on the apostles? Because their life is the bountiful spiritual fruit that 
the Lord has provided "for us men and for our salvation" when He became incarnate, preached, 
went to the Cross as the Sacrifice for the sins of the whole world, rose again, divinely ascended, 
and sent down the Holy Spirit of God on the Holy Apostles, that they might preach the word of 
the gospel in all the world, baptizing all in the name of the Father and of the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, accepted with faith this gospel. 
 
What is this phenomenon – the saints? How do they differ from you and me? Physiologically, in 
absolutely no way. They are people like you and me. Different kinds, places of origin, status, men 
and women. But above all, they are distinguished by the fact that they selflessly gave themselves 
into the hands of God and tried to learn to live according to His Holy will. We have shown a firm 
intention and determination in this regard. It is this manifestation of sacrificial, sincere love for 
God and faith in Him that first of all distinguishes them from us. The Lord himself says: he who 
loves Me will keep My commandments. And, truly, the saints are the fruits of the Holy Spirit. So 
profoundly have they realized themselves to be "heavenly citizens" whose Fatherland is in the 
Kingdom of heaven; so profoundly have they realized that they are "Christ's essence" and their 
way is the way of Christ. And so they crucified themselves, as the Apostle Paul says, "with pas-
sions and lusts." And it was their sacrificial service to God that revealed in them the Divine image 
that man is when he receives the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, and the gifts of the Holy Spirit are 
given to him through Holy Unction. 
 
Then everything depends on the consent of the person himself, on how ready he is to serve God 
and learn to live according to His Holy will. 
No wonder the Liturgy Rubrics of the Holy Church, we celebrate this day after the Feast of the 
Holy Trinity, after the Descent of the Holy Spirit, when the Lord pointed out that the only way 
man can reach spiritual heights. We know of many saints who bore the heavy crosses of their 
illnesses, sometimes were physically paralyzed, blind, and poor, and at the same time they dis-
played such power of God that they raised the souls of people who came to them for help. 
What, first of all, did the saints show us with their lives? There were also quite simple people like 
the apostles, fishermen, and educated representatives of the "elite." But they all realized one thing: 
through no amount of their own strength, knowledge, or gifts could they achieve what God calls 
for: be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect! We realized that without the grace of God, 
without this Supreme divine power, it is impossible to overcome the love of sin, which prevents 
us from revealing the image of God in ourselves.  



And when they came to God, realizing their infirmity, they came to Him with repentance, with 
great humility: Without You, Lord, I cannot do anything, as You yourself say! How did this hu-
mility manifest itself? The fact that, having witnessed the sanctity of their lives while they were 
still alive, they still considered themselves the greatest sinners! All as one said: I am a great sinner, 
unworthy, cursed! And this was so sincerely realized by them that they asked God day and night 
for forgiveness of their sins. We read this in our daily prayers, in the morning, at bedtime, after 
Holy Communion, and other prayers, which are composed by holy men, the great pillars of the 
Church, and see what is written there, with what repentance they cry to God! The divine Grace 
that rested in them and on them performed many miracles. It healed, resurrected, delivered from 
troubles and misfortunes, and controlled the elements of nature….  But in no way did they attrib-
ute this to themselves, did they "trumpet" aloud what miracle-workers they were! They only 
thanked God for giving them something to do in His great mercy. Everything was done for the 
glory of God, thereby glorifying His divine Name. 
 
When a person comes to God, he first sees the abyss of his sins. Understands that his soul is dying, 
that after death it will go to hell, and is afraid of it. He begins to call out to God, to ask for His 
forgiveness, and corrects his life. And begins to reason like this: I want to be in the Kingdom of 
heaven! But the saints who performed spiritual feats did not think so narrowly. First of all, in-
flamed with love for God, they understood that any sin would offend Him, the One who gave 
them everything that we live, move, and exist by. And this sacrificial love - sincere, pure, holy - 
encouraged them not to do what is sin. They knew that if I did that, I would be a traitor. God has 
given me everything — how can I betray Him? How can I be ungrateful to Him? This, first of all, 
to remain completely devoted and faithful to God, encouraged them to do what they did, and then 
- where I would go, to hell or heaven — they put it in the hands of God, considering themselves 
the most sinful, and only trusted in His infinite mercy. And we are often evil before God, we think 
that we can "hide from Him", or we reason: I will sin and repent! And that's bold! Yes, God is 
Love; he forgives and accepts us as we are. But we need spiritual guidance – to read the lives of 
the saints, their instructions in spiritual life, and the interpretation of the Holy Bible. And if in any 
way we try to imitate their life, as the Apostle Paul instructed the Apostle Timothy to be an image 
for imitation "in word, life, love, spirit, faith, purity," then we will go the right way, not allowing 
self-justification for our bad actions and understanding that only through repentance, through sac-
rificial love for God and service to Him, we will be able to achieve with His help what the saints 
have achieved. If the Lord sees our firm desire, our determination to be better, purer, more spir-
itual, He will help us. There is no need to doubt this, because what is impossible for man is pos-
sible for God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



PARISH LIFE: 
 
Important dates: 
MAY 22ND –ST.NICHOLAS 
MAY 28 TH  – ASCENSION OF OUR LORD 
JUNE 7TH – HOLY PENTECOST. HOLY TRINITY 
JUNE 15TH – APOSTLES’ FAST BEGINS 
JUNE 17TH – HOLY SPIRIT DAY/ SISTERHOOD PA-
TRONAL FEAST DAY 
 
From the desk of Fr.Nazari 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ! 
Christ is risen! 
Once again I would like to greet all of you with the Feast of 
Feasts - the bright resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 
This year I write this post-Paschal address with the feeling of 
profound gratitude in my heart to all of you as Christ is risen 
and angels rejoice, Christ is risen and and life is liberated! 
I thank you for all your prayers and support in these difficult 
times. 
In his Paschal words, St. John Chrysostom says, “Ye who have 
fasted and ye who have not, rejoice this day! The table is fully 
laden – all of you delight in it."  For the present circumstances 
in which we celebrated the Paschal triumph this year, I would 
like to rephrase St. John Chrysostom and say: “Ye who were 
blessed to serve this year in God’s Temple and ye who prayed 
with us in your home-churches – rejoice this day, as mystically 
we were together glorifying resurrected Savior throughout the 
universe.  Christ is Risen, so life is victorious!   
I would like to thank specifically those, who in this difficult 
time assisted me, unworthy though I be, so together we were 
able to deliver Paschal joy to all our beloved faithful.  Espe-
cially I would like to thank Serge and Zoe for singing and read-
ing all the services; Fr. Deacon Kirill for his hard labors behind 
the camera, computer, and altar assistance. I would like to 
thank all of you, who subscribed to our You Tube account to 
make our streaming more effective and easier to be broadcast. 
I would like to thank everybody, who didn’t forget about Parish 
needs in these difficult times and offered generous financial 
assistance during this Paschal season.  Last but not least, I want 
to thank the flower ladies who, even though it was very diffi-
cult, made sure that our beloved Temple looked festive and 
beautiful. All of us together made this year’s Paschal celebra-
tion that just two weeks ago everybody thought would be sad 
and disappointing into truly a Feast of Feasts, truly the feast of 
the victory of good over evil. A couple of days ago I read on 
internet how the deceiver smirked and said, “This year I was 
able to lock down all the Churches.” The Savior smiled and 

answered, “But I opened the Church this year in every house-
hold.”  
Now, dear brothers and sisters, I would like to inform you of 
what has been happening since public services were suspended 
on March 22nd.  We received the generous gift of a bronze 
sculpture of the Russian coat of arms – the double headed eagle 
(picture on the last page), which has been installed on the me-
morial stone in front of the Cathedral.  
We begin preparations for the installation of the commemora-
tive Cross dedicated to celebration of 50thAnniversary of the 
granting of the Tomos of Autocephaly to the Russian Orthodox 
Metropolia of America and the creation of the new local 
Church – the Orthodox Church in America. 
As you already know we opened a You Tube account and now 
we’re working on making this account available through our 
Parish website. For that, my dear brothers and sisters, we need 
your assistance; please subscribe to our You Tube account as 
in order for it to be active on our website.  We need a minimum 
of one thousand subscribers. Please do it, it literally will take 
30 seconds of your time, however these 30 seconds will help 
some of our elderly, who are not computer savy, to be able to 
follow our services directly on our web-site. 
If anybody needs to have a conversation or would like to go to 
confession, please do not hesitate to call me. If I can’t answer 
at that moment, I will return your call as soon as possible.  May 
God bless all of us. 
I wish all of you health and joy and really really really look 
forward seeing all of you in church soon! 

 Archpriest Nazari Polataiko 
 

Sisterhood news  
This has been a difficult and disappointing time for all of 
us.  Bows for the "verba" bouquets were made, cleaning of the 
Church was scheduled, plans were made to make Pascha 
and order Kulich.  Unfortunately, everything was can-
celled.  No more lunches are planned for a while.   
Getting together in the kitchen on Sundays was always a busy 
time and fun.   We miss being together and planning future 
meals for the following weeks.  The ladies are keeping in touch 
via telephone and email.  So far, everyone is well and getting 
tired of cleaning house, organizing drawers, working in the gar-
den, reading, and not leaving their homes.  Hopefully, we can 
get back to Church soon. We thank Fr. Nazari for streaming the 
services so we can feel closer to our Temple.  Wishing every-
one good health and stay safe. 

Irene Gregory
 
 



  

From the Treasurer 
My heartfelt thanks to everyone who is able to continue to support the church.  God Bless you! 
  
Thanks, 
Margaret Dascalu 

 
 

Prayer Request list: 
Alla, Lidia, Serafim, Mary, Ann, Jonathan, Margo, Irene Gregory, Marina Dobis, Helen, Teodor,  

Irina, Natalia, Marie, Lazarus, Sergey, Natalia. 
 

The Parish Council Would Like to Thank the Following Persons 
for their BUILDING Fund and CENTENNIAL Fund Contributions 

 
Name Purpose Amount 
Katherine Razsadin  Building Fund $100.00 
Alexandra Cullen-Wright Building Fund $250.00 
Beverey Rodgers Dictionary Project $220.00 
Elena Pazycheva Church Expansion Project $100.00 
Larissa Friedman Church Expansion Project $200.00 
Anonymous Church Expansion Project $100.00 
Anonymous Church Expansion Project $100.00 
Anonymous Church Expansion Project $100.00 
Anntim Vulchev Building Fund $50.00 
Irina Poputnikova Building Fund $30.00 
Iryna Kinzer Building Fund $100.00 
John Sessoyeff Church Expansion Project $500.00 
Michael Plautin Church Expansion Project $4000.00 
Fr.Nazar Polataiko Church Expansion Project $100.00 
Nataliya Bashawaty Church Expansion Project $100.00 
Timothy Leonakis Church Expansion Project $10.00 
Rosemary Snoeck Church Expansion Project $50.00 
Ada Abifarah Church Expansion Project $50.00      --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



  

  
 April 2020 

26 Sun 9:00am 
12:00pm 
3:00pm 

Divine Liturgy 
Litiyas at Hollywood Cemetery 
Lityas at Valhalla Cemetery 

2nd Sunday of Pascha 
THOMAS SUNDAY / ANTI-PASCHA 
Service with closed doors, stream on Face-
book and YouTube 

28 Tue 8:00am 
12:00pm 
1:30pm 
3:00pm 
7:00pm 

Divine Liturgy & Litiya 
Litiyas at Hollywood Cemetery 
Litiyas at Serbian Cemetery 
Litiyas at Valhalla Cemetery 

RADONITZA - Day of Rejoicing 
Service with closed doors, stream on Face-
book and YouTube 

Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 
 

 May 2020   Changes may apply 
2 Sat 10:00am 

5:00pm 
Divine Liturgy 
Vigil 

Blessed Matrona of Moscow 

3 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy 3rd Sunday in Paschaltide 
Myrrh-bearing Women 

5 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 
6 Wed 8:00am Divine Liturgy Gt. Martyr George 

St. Herman’s Belltower Church 
9 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  

10 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy 4th Sunday in Paschaltide 
The Paralytic 
(St.Ksenia Society outreach after Trapeza) 

12 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 
16 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  
17 Sun 10:00am 

 
Divine Liturgy  5th Sunday in Paschaltide 

The Samaritan Woman 

19 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 
22 Fri  8:00am Divine Liturgy Translation of the relics of St Nicholas 

St. Herman’s Belltower Church 
23 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  
24 Sun 10:00am 

 
Divine Liturgy  6th Sunday in Paschaltide 

The Blind Man 
(St.Ksenia Society outreach after Trapeza) 

26 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 
 27 Wed   8:00am  

 
  7:00pm 

Divine Liturgy 
 
Vigil 

Leavetaking of PASCHA 
St.Herman’s Belltower Church 
 

28 Thu 10:00am Divine Liturgy  ASCENSION of OUR LORD 
30 Sat 10:00am 

 
5:00pm 

Russian School Commencement  
& Dedication of the Cross 
Vigil 

 

31 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy  7th Sunday in Paschaltide 
Fathers of the 1st Ecumenical Council 

 
 

 
 



  

 
 
  June 2020 

6 Sat 10:00am 
5:00pm 

Memorial Divine Liturgy 
VIGIL 

Soul Saturday 

7 Sun 10:00am DIVINE LITURGY & VESPERS HOLY PENTECOST 
St.Xenia Society charity collection 

8 Mon 8:00am 
7:00pm 

Divine Liturgy (St.Herman’s Church) 
Moleben 

2nd day of Pentecost: Holy Spirit Day 

9 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 

11 Thu 8:00am Divine Liturgy (St. Herman’s Church) Repose of St. Luke of Simferopol 

13 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  

14 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy Sunday of All Saints 

Beginning of the Apostles’ Fast (June 15) 

16 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 

20 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  

21 Sun 10:00am 
 

Divine Liturgy  All Saints of Russia and North America 

23 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 

25 Thu 8:00am Divine Liturgy (St. Herman’s Church) Venerable Onufry the Great 

27 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  

28 Sun 10:00am 
 

Divine Liturgy  3rd Sunday after Pentecost 

30 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

MEDIA PARTNER www.kartina.tv  Tel.: (323) 230-6644 

 
 

If you want to have a great smile 
Visit BRIGHTON Dental Clinique 

Wally Bashawaty D.D.S. 
9675 Brighton Way, Penthouse A 

Beverly Hills, CA 90210 
Tel. (424)444-3000 



  

 
 

 


