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           RADONITSA, OR DAY OF REJOICING. COMMEMORATION OF THE DEAD. 

WHAT IS A RADONITSA? 

 

“On this day, the Tuesday of St. Thomas week, according to the 
order instituted by our Holy Fathers, we call to remembrance, in 
Paschal joy, all those who have died from the beginning of the ages 
in faith and in the hope of resurrection and life eternal.  

“Having previously celebrated the radiant feast of Christ’s glorious 
Resurrection, the faithful commemorate the dead today with the 
pious intent to share the great joy of this Pascha feast with those who 
have departed this life in the hope of their own resurrection. This is 
the same blessed joy with which the dead heard our Lord announce 
His victory over death when He descended into Hades, thus leading 
forth by the hand the righteous souls of the Old Testament into 
Paradise. This is the same unhoped-for joy the Holy Myrrhbearing 
Women experienced when discovering the empty tomb and the 

undisturbed grave clothes. In addition, this is the same bright joy the Holy Apostles encountered 
in the Upper Room where Christ appeared though the doors were closed. In short, this feast is a 
kindred joy, to celebrate the luminous Resurrection with our Orthodox forefathers who have fallen 
asleep.  

“There is evidence of the commemoration of the dead today in the writings of the Church Fathers. 
St. John Chrysostom mentions the commemoration of the dead performed on Tuesday of St. 
Thomas week in his “Homily on the Cemetery and the Cross.”  

“Today, the faithful departed are remembered in Divine Liturgies, 
‘koliva’ is prepared and blessed in the churches in memory of those 
who have fallen asleep, and the Orthodox graves in cemeteries are 
blessed by the priests and visited by the faithful. On this day alms are 
given to the poor. Furthermore, it should be noted that due to the great 
spiritual joy this jubilant commemoration bears, it is called in the 
Slavonic tongue, ‘Radonitsa,’ or Day of Rejoicing.” 

The special traditions and prayers for the departed.  

While there are a number of variations depending on place and time, 
in general prayers for the departed are offered immediately upon the death of an Orthodox 
Christian:  

There is a special Rite for the Parting of the Soul from the Body which may be served at the moment 
of death. During the period of time between the actual death and burial: Special services for the 
departed, variously known as the “Panikhida,” “Parastas,” “Pomen,” “Mnemosyno,” etc. are 
celebrated as the time of the Funeral Service approaches. A brief “Panikhida,” sometimes called a 
“Litiya,” is celebrated at the burial site, followed the prayers for the “sealing” of the grave.  



On the third, ninth, and fortieth days after death: Again a “Panikhida” is generally celebrated on 
these days. A “Panikhida” may, of course, be celebrated at any other convenient time as well. (The 
observance of a 40-day “official” period of mourning after the death of a loved one is a very ancient 
and somewhat widely-practiced one. For example, members of the Jewish faith retain a similar 
period of mourning known as “Shiva.” During this mourning period the family receives visitors in 
their home, with whom they “sit Shiva” in honor of the newly-departed.)  

On the sixth month anniversary of death and the annual anniversary of death: A “Panikhida” is 
usually celebrated at these times. Many Orthodox Christians offer a “Panikhida” every year on the 
anniversary of a loved one’s death, celebrating in a certain sense their “birthday” into life eternal.  

At any other appropriate time: A “Panikhida” may be celebrated at any time as requested by the 
family. For example, many people celebrate such services on special days associated with the life 
of the departed, such as the anniversary of his or her birth, wedding anniversary, etc. It is also 
customary to celebrate such services in conjunction with the dedication of the cross placed on the 
departed person’s grave, together with special prayers of blessing.  

On Church-appointed “Memorial Saturdays”: There are five Saturdays during the course of the 
year dedicated to the departed. On these Saturdays it is customary to celebrate the Divine Liturgy 
followed by a “Panikhida” for all the faithful departed.  

On the Second Tuesday after Holy Pascha : This day, known since early times as the “Day of 
Rejoicing,” is a traditional time to visit the graves of loved ones, request that their graves be blessed, 
and offer prayers and services for their repose. In many places today, this celebration occurs on the 
Sunday after Holy Pascha (Saint Thomas Sunday).  

In our daily prayers: In the Evening Prayers which Orthodox Christians recite each day there are 
special commemorations for the departed.  

At every Divine Liturgy: There are petitions in the Litany which follows the Gospel and Homily 
in which the departed are remembered. In many parishes it is possible to add the names of the 
departed to a special list for commemoration at that time. In some parishes an additional “Litany 
for the Departed” is on occasion added to the Liturgy. Finally, in the preparation of the eucharistic 
bread, which occurs before the public portion of the Divine Liturgy, the priest takes particles of 
bread, each commemorating one of the faithful departed, and places them on the diskos, or special 
plate, on which the bread which will later become the Body of Christ is placed. As the priest 
removes each particle he mentions the name of a specific departed individual, generally from lists 
of names submitted before the beginning of the Liturgy by the faithful.  

Again, there are slight variations in how Orthodox Christians in various places and at various times 
have offered prayers for the dead, but in general, that which is described above is universal in all 
Orthodox churches. And there are other customs which for some Orthodox Christians surround the 
commemorations noted above. For example, some Orthodox Christians prepare a special dish of 
boiled wheat and honey [other ingredients are often added], significant of new life, and bring it to 
the church in conjunction with the celebration of a “Panikhida.” 
 



 
 

PARISH LIFE: 
 
Important dates: 
 
April 7th – ANNUNCIATION OF THE THEOTOKOS  
(old calendar) 
April 12st – PALM SUNDAY: ENTRY OF OUR LORD 
INTO JERUSALEM   
April 19th – HOLY PASCHA 
MAY 13th – MID PENTECOST  
MAY 28th – ASCENSION OF LORD  
JUNE 7H – HOLY PENTECOST. HOLY TRINITY  
JUNE 8TH – HOLY SPIRIT DAY/ SISTERHOOD 
PATRONAL FEAST DAY 
JUNE 15TH – APOSTLES’ FAST BEGINS 

please do not hesitate to give me a call 818-213-
7176, text me or e-mail rector@hvmla.org and I 
will attempt to assist you as soon as possible. At 
this point we’re hoping that with God’s help we 
will be able to reconvene our liturgical services 
in April, and I ask all of you to remember our 
Parish in your prayers and continue your 
support. I ask your forgiveness for everything, 
and with all of us after completing our lenten 
journey and a journey through Holy Week, that 
we can embrace each other in a joyous 
celebration of Our Lord’s Resurrection. Christ is 
Risen! 

Archpriest Nazari Polataiko 
 
 
Sisterhood news  
 
Please set aside  these dates:  The cleaning of the 
Church for Pascha is schedules for  Thursday, 
April 9, at 9:30 am.  If you can donate any 
amount of time that day, it will be 
appreciated.  We will be dusting, polishing 
the iconostasis, removing wax from the candle 
stands, cleaning the chairs and vacuuming the 
rugs.  Lunch will be served. We will be 
assembling the "verba" (pussywillow) bouquets 
on Saturday, April, 4 at 10:30 am.  Usually we 
make 200 to sell on Palm Sunday.  We can use 
all the help we can get.  A reminder to all 
members, don't forget to pay your Sisterhood 
dues for 2020! 
                                                Irene Gregory                                              
 

From the desk of Fr.Nazari 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
As I write this message to you we find ourselves right 
in the middle of the Holy Lent. The 3rd Sunday of the 
Holy 40 days is dedicated to the Holy and life-giving 
Cross. By this celebration the Holy Church encourages 
us to persevere on our journey towards Lord’s Pascha 
with much patience, self-control, love to each other and 
- most important - prayer on our lips, in our hearts and 
minds for the forgiveness of our sins and salvation of 
all humanity. This year our Lenten journey is 
absolutely unique due to the pandemic of coronavirus 
in the world.  With much sorrow we were forced to 
suspend our prayerful gatherings and community 
prayer, but at the same time God blesses us with a 
unique kind of cross-bearing, with a unique 
opportunity to exercise prayer in solitude, to find 
quietness from this busy world, to communicate with 
God in a more intimate, heartfelt, personal way. Our 
faith is strong, our faith is the faith of the Fathers, the 
faith of the Apostles, the faith that holds the 
universe.  And even though at the present time we’re 
deprived of our customary way of common prayer as a 
family standing beside each other, I encourage all of us 
to intensify our prayer at home so that mystically we 
will still be praying with one mouth and one heart for 
the salvation of mankind and for our well-being. 
Dear brothers and sisters, I want to assure you of my 
unworthy prayers for all of you. These days I work 
more from my office, but I want you to know that if 
you need my immediate pastoral assistance,  

 



 

 
 
BAPTISMS:                 

                                        Valentina Diambekova ......................…………………. ….……..February 29th    
                                     Amelia (Kristina) Panchilova ............... …………………. ….……..March 15th   

Many years! 

 
   FUNERALS:               
                                     Lyudmila Sachyvkina ................................................ ……………… March 9th 

Memory eternal!   
 

Prayer Request list:  
 Alla, Lidia, Serafim, Mary, Ann, Jonathan, Margo, Irene Gregory, Marina Dobis, Helen, Teodor,  

Irina, Natalia, Marie, Lazarus. 
 

The Parish Council Would Like to Thank the Following Persons 
for their BUILDING Fund and CENTENNIAL Fund Contributions 

 

Asta Aristov $100.00 -IMO Vera Markarian, Eugen Fogel $200.00- for altar icons,  Irene Gregory $2,250.00 
special projects, Gai Krupenkin $1000.00 -building fund, Rimma Markarian $500.00– IMO Vera Markarian, 
Zinaida Shalygin $1.000.00, Constance Tasulis $100.00– IMO Konstantinos & Patricia Ann, Igor Timohovich 
$100.00 – IMO Vera Markarian, Irene Van Zandt $200.00 – Building fund, Beverley Rodgers $1.776.00 – 
Dictionary project. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Charity Committee 
 

The first Sunday of every month is Charity Sunday, when we take a special collection for one of the 
charities which our parish supports.  Every year our beloved Archbishop Benjamin asks the churches 
of the Diocese of the West to take a collection for an Orthodox charity of his choosing.  Although we 
will not be able to come together as a church family on the first Sunday of April, any contributions 
that are sent in for the Charity Committee will be sent to the organization designated by his eminence 
Archbishop Benjamin.   
Please remember all the ministries and needs of the church during this difficult time. 

                                     Marie McEntire 
 

 
  



 

    April 
1 Wed 7:00pm Matins & Great Canon of St. Andrew 

w/reading of the life of St. Mary of Egypt 
   With closed doors, stream on Facebook and 
Youtube  

5 Sun 10:00am 
 

Divine Liturgy of St. Basil  5th Sunday of Lent:  
ST. MARY OF EGYPT 
With closed doors, stream on Facebook and 
Youtube 

7 Tue 8:00am Vespers and Liturgy of St. John ANNUNCIATION OF THE THEOTOKOS  
(Old calendar) 

With closed doors, stream on Facebook and 
Youtube 

11 Sat 10:00am 
 

Divine Liturgy  
 

  Lazarus Saturday        
Communion after Liturgy by appointment  
With closed doors, stream on Facebook and 
Youtube 

12 Sun 10:00am  DIVINE LITURGY PALM SUNDAY: ENTRY OF OUR LORD  
INTO JERUSALEM 

Communion after Liturgy by appointment  
With closed doors, stream on Facebook and 
Youtube 

 
          Passion Week 

 
(12) (Sun) 3:00pm “Bridegroom” Matins 
13 Great & Holy Monday 7:00pm “Bridegroom” Matins 
14 Great & Holy Tuesday 7:00pm “Bridegroom” Matins 
15 Great & Holy Wednesday 7:00pm Matins of the Holy Thursday 

With closed doors, stream on Facebook and Youtube 
16 Great & Holy Thursday 7:00pm Matins: Service of the Twelve Passion Gospels 

With closed doors, stream on Facebook and Youtube 
17 Great & Holy Friday 8:00am 

2:00pm 
7:00pm 

Hours of Great & Holy Friday 
Vespers w/Bringing out of the Holy Shroud 
Matins of Holy Saturday:  Procession with the Holy Shroud 
With closed doors, stream on Facebook and Youtube 

18 Great & Holy Saturday 11:30pm Nocturnes/Midnight Office 
With closed doors, stream on Facebook and Youtube 

19 SUN  
12:00am  
1:30am 

HOLY PASCHA: RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. 
PASCHAL PROCESSION AND MATINS Closed doors, stream on Facebook 
DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 
Communion after Liturgy by appointment  
With closed doors, stream on Facebook and Youtube 

26 Sun 9:00am 
 

12:00pm 
3:00pm 

Divine Liturgy 
 
Litiyas at Hollywood Cemetery 
Lityas at Valhalla Cemetery 

2nd Sunday of Pascha  
THOMAS SUNDAY / ANTI-PASCHA 
Communion after Liturgy by appointment  
With closed doors, stream on Facebook 
and Youtube  

28 Tue 8:00am 
12:00pm 

1:30pm 
3:00pm 
7:00pm 

Divine Liturgy & Litiya 
Litiyas at Hollywood Cemetery 
Litiyas at Serbian Cemetery 
Litiyas at Valhalla Cemetery 

RADONITZA - Day of Rejoicing 
Communion after Liturgy by appointment  
With closed doors, stream on Facebook and 
Youtube 

Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 
With closed doors, stream on Facebook and Youtube 

 
PLEASE CHECK OUR UPDATED SCHEDULE 

ON OUR WEBSITE WWW.HVMLA.ORG 
 

 



 

           
            
        May 2020.   Changes may apply 

2 Sat 10:00am 
5:00pm 

Divine Liturgy 
Vigil 

Blessed Matrona of Moscow 

3 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy 3rd Sunday in Paschaltide 
Myrrh-bearing Women 

5 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 
6 Wed 8:00am Divine Liturgy Gt. Martyr George 

St. Herman’s Belltower Church 
9 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  

10 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy 4th Sunday in Paschaltide 
The Paralytic 
(St.Ksenia Society outreach after Trapeza) 

12 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 
13 Wed 8:00am Divine Liturgy Mid-Pentecost 

St. Herman’s Belltower Church 
16 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  
17 Sun 10:00am 

 
Divine Liturgy  5th Sunday in Paschaltide 

The Samaritan Woman 
19 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 
22 Fri  8:00am Divine Liturgy Translation of the relics of St Nicholas 

St. Herman’s Belltower Church 
23 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  
24 Sun 10:00am 

 
Divine Liturgy  6th Sunday in Paschaltide 

The Blind Man 
(St.Ksenia Society outreach after Trapeza) 

26 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 
 27 Wed   8:00am  

 
  7:00pm 

Divine Liturgy 
 
Vigil 

Leavetaking of PASCHA 
St.Herman’s Belltower Church 
 

28 Thu 10:00am Divine Liturgy  ASCENSION of OUR LORD 
30 Sat 10:00am 

 
5:00pm 

Russian School Commencement  
& Dedication of the Cross 
Vigil 

 

31 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy  7th Sunday in Paschaltide 
Fathers of the 1st Ecumenical Council 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEDIA PARTNER www.kartina.tv  Tel.: (323) 230-6644 

 

If you want to have a great smile 
Visit BRIGHTON Dental Clinique 

Wally Bashawaty D.D.S. 
9675 Brighton Way, Penthouse A 

Beverly Hills, CA 90210 
Tel. (424)444-3000 


