
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

       March 2020                                                                   №695 
 

CENTENNIAL PROJECT OF TEMPLE  
EXPANSION 

Triumph of Orthodoxy 
Sunday March 8 

 

Adoration of the Cross 
Sunday March 22 

Spiritual retreat 
March 20,21,22 

 
 

 

St.Gregory Palamas 
Sunday March 15 

St.John Lestvichnik 
Sunday March 29 

Annunciation of the 
Theotokos  

Wednesday March 25 



The Service of Holy Unction 
 
Holy Unction is a sacrament, and so it is given only to the faithful, to those who 
have been received into the Orthodox Holy Unction is a sacrament of healing; 
as the priest says when he applies the unction, “The child of God is anointed 
unto the healing of soul and body.” 

In the sacrament of Holy Unction, we use oil mixed with wine. This is what dis-
tinguishes the oil of Holy Unction from the oil with which we are anointed in 
preparation for Baptism, and the chrism with which we are anointed in Holy 
Chrismation. This gives to the sacrament of Holy Unction its own unique escha-
tological quality for in Holy Scripture, oil and wine together are signs of the Last 
Day, the Eschaton. Receiving Holy Unction is a witness to us while we are yet here in the wilderness of this worldly 
life bounded on all sides by death that we have entered through our death in Christ in Holy Baptism into the es-
chatological life of Christ’s holy resurrection, and that we are now in the wilderness that Christ makes to rejoice 
and to blossom as the rose on our spiritual pilgrimage to the Kingdom of Heaven.  

In Holy Scripture, oil and wine together are used to heal all kinds of maladies. But the chief biblical referent in this 
service of Holy Unction is the story of the Good Samaritan, which is a parable of dying and rising in Christ in his 
holy Church, the “inn”, where we are tended to until his Second Coming. In the prophets Jeremiah (31:2), Joel 
(2:24) and Hosea (2:22), oil and wine are signs of the restoration of Israel after God’s eschatological judgment 
against her and the nations. But again, in the vision of the Church, the eschatological judgment against the world 
is revealed to be the Cross of Christ, on which God the Word, according to St Paul the apostle and Isaiah the 
prophet, submits in obedience to the Father even to the point of death on the Cross, that he might make the iniquity 
of us all to fall upon himself so that we might be saved, so that even those who before were not chosen or elect of 
God will hear God say to them: “You are my people,” and they will say, “You are my God” (Hos 2:23). This we take 
as a prophecy of the Cross of Christ which has opened the Church of God’s Elect to all those, both Jews and Gentiles, 
who will receive him.  

In receiving the sacrament of Holy Unction we are beseeching him to heal us of body and soul in such a way that 
the vesture of our soul will be enlightened and that our body will be raised up in spiritual wholeness that we may 
walk in his ways, that we may eat the words of his teaching which are sweeter than honey and be nourished in the 
life of his Holy Spirit. We are therefore asking the Lord to do for us whatever he sees that we need that we might 
be healed in such a way that we might live in the life of the Eschaton. If that means healing us of particular physical 
or psychic maladies here and now, then thanks be to God; but, if it means that our maladies remain, then we will 
accept that, too, as God’s will for us, understanding that God is calling us to take up our maladies as our cross, and 
so transforming them into an opportunity for us to practice obedience to his command to take up our cross and 
follow him; that we may learn in a much deeper way to despise the pleasures of this life that only bring pain and 
death and to live our life as strangers and aliens on the earth, giving our love to the Bridegroom who comes at 
Midnight to give us himself, to make us one with him in the partaking of his divine nature, the medicine of immor-
tality, that we may taste even here in our present afflictions how good the Lord is, and that we may live not for this 
life but for the life of the world to come in his Heavenly Spirit whom we have received even here and now, in 
whatever maladroit circumstance or affliction we may find ourselves, in the sacraments of his Holy Church. The 
sacrament of Holy Unction, is given only to the faithful then; not to all ten lepers but to the one leper who comes 
to Jesus in Thanksgiving, or in the way of the Eucharist, which is the way of confession, of baptism and chrismation. 
In other words, it is given to those who receive the call of Christ to take up their Cross; for in receiving the sacra-
ment of Holy Unction, we are in effect receiving the call to take up our Cross and follow Christ, to accept whatever 
comes our way as the cross that God himself is giving us, and to accept that call of the Lord cannot be forced on 
anyone if it is to be given and received in love. It must be freely received out of a love for the Bridegroom that comes 
from the bridal chamber of the heart.  

 



PARISH LIFE: 
 
Important dates: 
March 3rd – L.O.V.E.S. blini 
March 20,21,22 – SPIRITUAL RETREAT (On the prayer 
of St. Ephraim The Syrian) 
March 25th – ANNUNCIATION OF THE THEOTOKOS 
(new calendar) 
April 7th – ANNUNCIATION OF THE THEOTOKOS 
(old calendar) 
April 10th – HOLY UNCTION SERVICE (Archbishop 
Benjamin presiding) 
April 12st – PALM SUNDAY: ENTRY OF OUR LORD 
INTO JERUSALEM  (Hierarchal Divine Liturgy) 
April 19th – HOLY PASCHA 
 
From the desk of Fr.Nazari 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
We find ourselves in the beginning of a new year that started 
right after our annual Parish Meeting. We heard the reports of 
our activities of the past year and we were able to ask questions 
and share our thoughts.  We heard plans, visions and projects 
of the Parish Council for the next year and also for the celebra-
tion of our centennial anniversary. The beginning of each year 
is filled with expectations for growth, changes, and improve-
ments. With these thoughts we move ahead, and these expec-
tations move us towards achievements. Just a couple weeks 
ago our Parish was visited by our Archpastor, Archbishop Ben-
jamin, who in his greeting words advised us to spiritually beau-
tify ourselves through the labors of our Parish community. This 
year we hope to complete several necessary projects that in my 
view open for every one of us the way to contribute to individ-
ual spiritual growth through service to our Parish. 
Among these projects are the following: 
1.     We need to finish the interior repairs of the Parish Hall 
and office space.  
2.    The Parish Hall roof needs to be replaced 
3.     We are planning to introduce monthly spiritual talks fol-
lowing Sunday Divine Liturgy and lunch.  
4.     We are - in commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of the 
canonization of St. Herman of Alaska and celebration of the 
Autocephaly of Russian Orthodox Metropolia of North Amer-
ica - planning to install a commemorative cross in our church 
yard.  
We are also looking forward to hosting and organizing some 
spiritual retreats and continue to develop our Micheltorena 
Concert Series, and of course (not to be forgotten) our Centen-
nial Church Building Expansion. 
As Archbishop Benjamin mentioned in his sermon on February 
9th, many Orthodox Christians like to compare themselves to 
other parishes or religious institutions. And it is very often that 
we hear such comments as: “this parish is not very strict on 
fasting” or “that parish is full of conflicts and internal divi-
sion."  Some would say that nothing is happening in that com-
munity in the way of liturgical services, some would criticize 
the inadequate liturgical life or lack of educational effort and 
this list can be much longer; as human beings we always can 

find something to criticize.  But we parishioners of Holy Vir-
gin Mary Cathedral of Los Angeles should not criticize others, 
but rather see how much we do ourselves; not to be boastful of 
our successes, but look towards how much more we can do to 
improve our spiritual state. We are given by God according to 
our abilities, and not less or more than we can use for our sal-
vation. Holy Virgin Mary Russian Orthodox Cathedral in Los 
Angeles is our spiritual home.  For our size, we are a very busy 
Parish, and just from one glimpse of what had been done in the 
past and what we plan to do in the future, one can easily find 
the way to use his or her God-given talent, time or treasure as 
a good and faithful servant of our Heavenly Father. 
 A long time ago, one of my professors in Seminary said, “Un-
fortunately, people are divided in several categories - one of 
these categories are people who do things and perhaps in the 
process of their doing, they make mistakes.  Another, those 
who criticize everything and everyone."   
I call all of us to be doers. God gave us so much in our beloved 
spiritual home Holy Virgin Mary Orthodox Cathedral!  Our ob-
ligaton is to continue in the pattern set by Fr. Dimitri Gizetti, 
Matushka Margarita Gizetti, Bishop Tikhon (Fitzgerald), 
Archbishop Benjamin (Peterson) and others, who labored for 
the growth, development and beautification of the Parish and 
its people. 
Dear brothers and sisters, what is a better time than the begin-
ning of Great Lent to make a personal resolution to get in-
volved with one or several projects in our Parish? 
God blessed us with so much with love, with our brethren, with 
peace in our community, with caring leadership, and dedicated 
workers. Let us also contribute and support one of the visionary 
projects in this year. 
God bless us all! 

 Archpriest Nazari Polataiko 
 

Sisterhood news  
This past month was busy as usual.  Lunches were prepared 
and  supplies purchased and delivered.  We had to purchase a 
new dryer for the Rectory.  This was a surprise when we found 
out it was not worth repairing it.  It was installed and matches 
the washer we purchased a couple of years ago.  
The Church was beautifully decorate for Epiphany and our 
Feast Day. We thank our flower committee for their exquisite 
work.  Our Blini Lunch is scheduled for the 23rd of Febru-
ary.  We are inviting everyone to come and support this 
event.  Again this year we are fortunate to have Irene Mamaeva 
and Lydia Massunov preparing and frying their delicious 
blini.   

Irene Gregory 
Saturday School 
Maslenitsa and the talent contest at our school will take place 
on Saturday, February 29.  We invite everyone!  
A dance Studio for children and adults starts working on Sat-
urdays after school on February 22. Please call for more Infor-
mation: 323-413-7877.  Welcome! 
                                                  Irina Usova, Coordinator 



L.O.V.E.S 
LOVES blini luncheon will be held March 1st after lit-
urgy.  Please come and share in this pre-lenten tradi-
tion.  Your support means a great deal to us and helps us in 
assisting the elderly of our parish. 

                                              Marina Burgmeier, President  
 
Summer Camp 
Registration has begun for summer camp this year at the same 
location.  Please check the web site for information.  There 
are many fun things to do in the outdoors. 
Thank you. 

Marina Burgmeier  
HVM Camp Coordinator  

Charity Committee 
The first Sunday of every month is Charity Sunday at Holy 
Virgin Mary Cathedral: a special collection is taken at the end 
of Divine Liturgy for one of the Orthodox charities that our 
parish supports.   Our March collection will go to St. John of 
Kronstadt Home, our local Orthodox home for the elderly.   

Marie McEntire, Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
BAPTISMS:               Olexandra Olivia Ginchev ............................. …………………. ….……..January 25th 

                                     Victoria Gryb .............................................. …………………. ….……..February 20th   
                                     Yaroslava Voronkov ................................... …………………. ….……..February 23rd  
MARRIAGE:              Alexander Matthew Earl and Danielle Chake Anderson ..... ……………..February 2nd 

 
Many years! 

   FUNERALS:              Mike Baydaline. ............................................ …………………. ….……..February 4th   
                                        Nikolay Kalinine ......................................... …………………. ….……..February 21st   
                                        
                               

Memory eternal! 
 

 
Prayer Request list: 

Alla, Lidia, Serafim, Mary, Ann, Jonathan, Margo, Irene Gregory, Marina Dobis, Helen, Teodor,  
Irina, Natalia, Marie, Lazarus. 

 
The Parish Council Would Like to Thank the Following Persons 
for their BUILDING Fund and CENTENNIAL Fund Contributions 

 
Alexandra Wright Building fund $1000.00 ;  Michael Norman IMO Viktor Evtuhov $100.00; Barbara 

Garbinski IMO Agnes Rentz $100.00; Ivan Podvalov – Icon of St.John Damascus $100.00; Slava and Katya 
Troian- altar iconography $100.00; St.Barbara Sisterhood- Icon of St.Barbara $537.75; Olga Fogel- altar ico-
nography $300.00; Gai Krupenkin - IMO Viktor Evtuhov $50.00; Sisterhood -Building fund $5300.00; Irene 
Gregory – special projects $1500.00; Andrei Panchilov -St.Herman Church iconography $2500.00 

 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

March 2020                                 UPDATED SCHEDULE 
1 Sun 10:00am 

3:00pm 
Divine Liturgy 
Vespers & Forgiveness Office 

CHEESEFARE (FORGIVENESS) SUNDAY  
 

Beginning of Great Lent 
2 Mon 9:00am 

7:00pm 
Gt. Lenten Hrs., Vespers 
Compline & Great Canon 

Clean Monday 

3 Tue 9:00am 
7:00pm 

Gt. Lenten Hrs., Vespers 
Compline & Great Canon 

Clean Tuesday 

4 Wed 8:00am 
7:00pm 

Gt. Lenten Hrs., Vespers, Presanctified Liturgy 
Compline & Great Canon 

Clean Wednesday (St.Herman of 
Alaska Church) 

5 Thu 9:00am 
7:00pm 

Gt. Lenten Hrs., Vespers 
Compline & Great Canon 

Clean Thursday 

6 Fri 6:00pm Gt. Lenten Hrs., Vespers, Presanctified Liturgy Clean Friday 
7 Sat 5:00pm Vigil Clean Saturday (St. Theodore Tyro) 
8 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy of St. Basil 1st Sunday of Lent: 

SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY 
10 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 

 
13 Fri 6:00pm Hours, Presanctified Liturgy  
14 Sat 12:00pm 

5:00pm 
Panikhida 
Vigil 

 

15 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy of St. Basil 2nd Sunday of Lent: 
ST. GREGORY PALAMAS 
 St. Ksenia Society Homeless Outreach (after Trapeza) 

17 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 
20 Fri 6:00pm 

7:30pm 
Hours, Presanctified Liturgy 
Spiritual retreat  

 
On the prayer of St. Ephraim The Syrian (Fr.Cornell Z.) 

21 Sat 12:00pm 
3:00pm 
5:00pm 

Panikhida 
Spiritual retreat 
Vigil 

 
On the prayer of St. Ephraim The Syrian (Fr.Cornell Z.) 
 

22 Sun 10:00am 
 

 
13:00 

Divine Liturgy of St. Basil  
With bringing out of the 
Cross with a life particle  
Spiritual retreat 

3rd Sunday in the Fast: 
VENERATION OF THE HOLY CROSS 
St. Ksenia Society Homeless Outreach (after Trapeza) 
On the prayer of St. Ephraim The Syrian (Fr.Cornell Z.) 

24 Tue 7:00pm Vigil ANNUNCIATION OF THE THEOTOKOS 
(new calendar) 25 Wed 8:00am Liturgy (John Chrysostom) 

27 Fri 6:00pm Hours, Presanctified Liturgy  
28 Sat 12:00pm 

5:00pm 
Panikhida 
Vigil 

 

29 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy of St. Basil 4th Sunday in the Fast: 
ST. JOHN OF THE LADDER 

31 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 
 
 

 

 

MEDIA PARTNER www.kartina.tv  Tel.: (323) 230-6644 

If you want to have a great smile 
Visit BRIGHTON Dental Clinique 

Wally Bashawaty D.D.S. 
9675 Brighton Way, Penthouse A 

Beverly Hills, CA 90210 
Tel. (424)444-3000 



 

April 2020 
1 Wed 7:00pm Matins & Great Canon of St. Andrew 

w/reading of the life of St. Mary of Egypt 
 

3 Fri 8:00am 
7:00pm 

Hours, Vespers, Presanctified Liturgy 
Matins of the Akathist 

 
 
Praises of the Theotokos 4 Sat 10:00pm 

5:00pm 
School Confessions 
Vigil  

5 Sun 10:00am 
 

Divine Liturgy of St. Basil  5th Sunday of Lent:  
ST. MARY OF EGYPT 
(St.Ksenia Society meeting after Trapeza) 

7 Tue 8:00am Vespers and Liturgy of St. John ANNUNCIATION OF THE THEOTOKOS  
(Old calendar) 

8 Wed 8:00am Hours, Vespers, Presanctified Liturgy at St.Herman’s Church 
10 Fri 7:00pm HOLY UNCTION SERVICE  

(Archbishop Benjamin presiding) 
 

11 Sat 10:00am 
5:00pm 

Divine Liturgy & School communion 
Vigil & Blessing of the Willows 

Lazarus Saturday  

12 Sun 10:00am HIERARCHICAL  
DIVINE LITURGY 

PALM SUNDAY: ENTRY OF OUR LORD  
INTO JERUSALEM 

 
Passion Week 
  

(12) (Sun) 3:00pm “Bridegroom” Matins 
13 Great & Holy Monday 7:00pm “Bridegroom” Matins 
14 Great & Holy Tuesday 7:00pm “Bridegroom” Matins 
15 Great & Holy Wednesday 8:00am 

7:00pm 
Hours & Presanctified Liturgy (at St.Herman’s Church) 
Matins of the Holy Thursday 

16 Great & Holy Thursday 8:00am 
7:00pm 

Divine Liturgy (Commemoration of the Last Supper) 
Matins: Service of the Twelve Passion Gospels 

17 Great & Holy Friday 8:00am 
2:00pm 
7:00pm 

Hours of Great & Holy Friday 
Vespers w/Bringing out of the Holy Shroud 
Matins of Holy Saturday:  Procession with the Holy Shroud 

18 Great & Holy Saturday 8:00am 
2,4,6,8,11pm 

8:00pm 
11:30pm 

Divine Liturgy with 15 Old Testament Readings 
Blessing of baskets 
Reading of the Acts of the Holy Apostles 
Nocturnes/Midnight Office 

19 SUN  
12:00am  

1:00am 
1:30am 

12:00pm  

HOLY PASCHA: RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST. 
PASCHAL PROCESSION AND MATINS  
Blessing of baskets 
DIVINE LITURGY OF ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 
Paschal Vespers 

20 Mon 8:00am Paschal Liturgy & Procession Bright Monday 
25 Sat 10:00am 

5:00pm 
Paschal Liturgy & Children’s Procession 
Vigil 

Bright Saturday 

26 Sun 9:00am 
12:00pm 
3:00pm 

Divine Liturgy 
Litiyas at Hollywood Cemetery 
Lityas at Valhalla Cemetery 

2nd Sunday of Pascha 
THOMAS SUNDAY / ANTI-PASCHA 
(St.Ksenia Society outreach after Trapeza) 

28 Tue 8:00am 
12:00pm 
1:30pm 
3:00pm 
7:00pm 

Divine Liturgy & Litiya 
Litiyas at Hollywood Cemetery 
Litiyas at Serbian Cemetery 
Litiyas at Valhalla Cemetery 

RADONITZA - Day of Rejoicing 

Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 
PLEASE CHECK OUR UPDATED SCHEDULE ON OUR WEBSITE WWW.HVMLA.ORG 


