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The Surgeon and Saint 
 

 
The future St. Luke was born on April 27, 1877 with the 
name Valentin Felixovich Voino-Yasenetsky in the 
eastern area of Crimea.  He described his first true 
understanding of his Christian Faith after reading the 
New Testament which was a graduation gift from his 
high school principal.  This Bible became his constant 
companion, studying and underlining meaningful 
passages in red ink.  With a natural talent for art, Valentin 
intended to study at an art institute but decided he should 
devote his life to benefit suffering people.  He decided to 
enroll in medical school of Kyiv University in order to 
devote his life to alleviating suffering among the 
peasants in the remote villages. Upon his graduation he 
received additional training in ophthalmology and 
general surgery and from 1905-1917 he practiced 
medicine and surgery in various district 
hospitals.  During this time he married a nurse by the 
name of Anna Lanskaya who had the nickname among 

her patients as “the holy nurse”.  Together Valentin and Anna were blessed with four children.  Dr. 
Valentin became known not only as a skilled medical doctor but as a compassionate human being.   

The year 1917 found Dr. Valentin in the city of Tashkent as the head surgeon in the largest city 
hospital as well as a professor in the college of medicine.  In that year the Russian Revolution 
erupted across the nation and with it a civil war which soon reached the remote Tashkent region.  As 
the Communists assumed power, they began an organized campaign against religious faith.  Dr. 
Valentin was under constant threat since he had become a devout Orthodox Christian and refused 
to conduct surgery without an icon of the Theotokos hanging in the operating room, beginning each 
surgical procedure with the Sign of the Cross.  He was arrested for the first time in October of 1919 
on false charges and was nearly executed by firing squad.  Several days later, his beloved wife died 
from tuberculosis at the age of 38 leaving him a widower with four children. 

In the midst of the fierce persecution of the Church by the Communists, when many clergy were 
renouncing their faith and their priesthood in order to be spared persecution, Dr. Valentin was 
ordained on February 15, 1921.  The new priest continued his practice of medicine and surgery, 
giving his lectures and receiving patients while wearing his cassock and priestly cross. 

During the time of terror, Bishop Innocent of Tashkent disappeared and the clergy of the Diocese 
elected Fr. Valentin to be the new bishop.   He was tonsured a monk with the name of the Evangelist  

 



 

St. Luke the Physician, and was consecrated as a bishop in secret, with the church doors locked on 
May 31, 1923.  One month after his consecration, Bishop Luke was arrested and sentenced to 
imprisonment and exile to Siberia, the beginning of his sharing in the sufferings of Christ.  This was 
only the first of three times that the bishop was arrested and sent into exile, which he endured for a 
total of 11 years.  He endured extreme cold, hunger, betrayal by fellow priests, solitary confinement, 
beatings, humiliation and a special kind of torture known as “the conveyor” in which Communist 
agents took turns with beatings and interrogations which continued nonstop for days.   

With the beginning of World War II the Communist government began to ease their persecution 
against the Church in order to rally the people to the defense of the country.  Bishop Luke was freed 
from exile in 1942 and resumed his episcopal ministry as well as his medical practice.  He published 
two scientific works:  Essays on the Surgery of Pyogenic Infections and Late Resections of Infected 
Gunshot Wounds in Joints for which he was awarded the prestigious Stalin Award, using the prize 
money to help children victimized by the war.  

The bishop lived simply and poorly, occupying two rooms in a decrepit old house with many of the 
neighborhood poor coming for food which the bishop provided for everyone.  He served the Divine 
Liturgy nearly every day even after losing his sight in 1956.  As his health failed and he recognized 
that the end of his life was near, he reflected on his life and ministry: 

“My long journey was difficult and thorny, but at the 
same time it was also a remarkably blessed one.  God’s 
grace was with me along the way, and my path was 
illumined by the light of Christ.  And it is a joy for me, a 
very great joy, to have traveled that path.  It was a great 
act of kindness done by God for me.  I consider the 
difficult years of priesthood, soon followed by my service 
as a bishop, not as burdensome, but as the most blessed, 
best, happiest years of my life.”  

On June 11, 1961, the blessed bishop and surgeon fell 
asleep in the Lord at the age of 84.  Soon miraculous 
healings began to be reported at his tomb and when it was 
opened in 1996 an indescribable aroma emanated from his 
body.  He was glorified as a Saint of the Orthodox Church 
in 2000 and his relics continue to work miracles at the 
Cathedral in Simferopol, Crimea.  



 
 

PARISH LIFE: 
 

Important dates 
JULY 7TH – NATIVITY OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 
JULY 12TH - HOLY APOSTLES PETER AND PAUL 
AUGUST 6 TH – OUR LORD’S TRANSFIGURATION (GR. CALENDAR) 
AUGUST 15 TH – DORMITION OF THE MOST HOLY THEOTOKOS 
(GREG. CALENDAR) 
AUGUST 19TH - OUR LORD’S TRANSFIGURATION (JUL. CALENDAR) 
AUGUST 28 TH - DORMITION OF THE MOST HOLY THEOTOKOS 
(JUL. CALENDAR) 

Sisterhood news  
The Sisterhood has been busy preparing for its Patronal 
Feast Day.  Will report on it in the next Bulletin. 
Five new Altar Table covers have arrived and Fr. Nazari has 
been using them already.  We purchased white, gold, black, 
purple and burgundy.  We still need blue and green. We 
also are helping Father purchase several robes for the 
Deacon when he goes to Ukraine this month.  The Deacon 
needs various colors to match the vestments for the 
different holy days. The ladies are still working very hard 
to prepare a variety of dishes for our Sunday Buffets.  If you 
noticed, many new dishes have been added as well as 
homemade desserts.  We thank all those who have added to 
our menu, and we are grateful for their help.  If anyone 
wants to make and donate a favorite dish of theirs, we will 
be sincerely appreciative, and will serve it for our 
parishioners.  Just let us know if you want to contribute. 

         Irene Gregory    

  From the desk of Fr. Nazari 
Dear brothers and sisters! 
    I greet you with the glorious Feast of Pentecost and Spirit Day! 
I want to thank everyone who offered their assistance and helped with 
a preparation of our Church Temple with the beginning of the repairs. 
I also want to thank those who helped to put everything back together 
when the repairs were done. 
It took a little bit over two weeks to replaster the Church, and I would 
like to thank again our generous donors for their contributions towards 
this project.  As you probably heard from me on Sunday, June 9th, I 
said something that was familiar to everyone who has ever been 
involved in any sort of building repairs: “when main work was done, 
we realized that lots of small details weren't included in the budget.” 
In our case beside the small details we also realize that the main icon 
that was hanging in the Altar for many years in a very poor and fragile 
condition. Along with many other icons that were just prints, we would 
like to replace them with proper hand written canonical Orthodox icons 
and frescoes.  
      Along with this bulletin, you will receive a wish list with the 
depictions, sizes and prices for the icons that we would like to renew 
for our beloved Church. All of these will make our historic Parish even 
more beautiful and prayerful. These icons can be donated by 
individuals, families or groups of individuals in memory of deceased 
family members or friends, or with prayers for the good health and 
prosperity of the donors. This will be a lengthy project but perhaps 
some of you will also will want to donate the icon of your patron saint 
or one of your beloved saints whose name you might find on that list. 
Please do not order icons yourself without consulting with me prior as 
we would like to preserve aesthetic of integrity of our Church building 
and keep all iconography in the same traditional Orthodox style.  
    I thank you sincerely for your continuous prayers for my health. I 
also would like to ask you to pray that God grants me strength, 
patience, wisdom and other blessed qualities to continue and 
successfully complete the rest of such crucial repairs and beautification 
of our Parish. Our building is almost one hundred years old, and the 
last major renovations were done about the time I was born into this 
world (that is about 50 years ago)! 
    Now I feel that perhaps I opened up a Pandora's box, as every time 
we repair something we discover that something else needs to be 
replaced or fixed. With your prayers, I put my trust in God that He will 
help us to bring our spiritual home to the level of beauty envisioned 
once upon a time by our beloved founders and rectors like Father 
Dimitri Gisetti, Bishop Tikhon, Colonel Dimitri Malinovskiy and Mr. 
Leo Gregory. May God be with all of us!               

Archpriest Nazari Polataiko 

From the Starosta 
Dear parishioners and friends of our beloved Holy Virgin 
Mary Cathedral, I want to express my gratitude for your 
help and your donations to the parish building fund. The 
latest project is completed - walls of the church were 
repaired and painted and are sparkling clean! Unfortunately, 
not all of our bills are paid in full, and once again I ask for 
your financial help. Please make donations to the best of 
your ability.   
Yours in Christ, 

   Starosta Alla Bobrov 
                                                 Summer camp 

This year summer camp will held in July 7-13.  The theme 
is "Life in Christ Today".  You can check out more 
information on the camp web site www.steugenecamp.org. 

Marina Burgmeier Camp Coordinator 
 
Saturday School 
Registration of students for the new academic year 2019-
20 will be held on Saturday August 24, 31, and 7 
September.   
  

          Irina Usova, Coordinator 
Charity Committee 
    Our July charity collection will, at His Eminence 
Archbishop Benjamin's request, go to the monasteries of 
the Diocese of the West.  We will also resume our practice 
of assembling backpacks for needy children.  For 
elementary students we need: backpacks, wide ruled 
paper, #2 pencils, rulers, crayons (24 color boxes), glue 
sticks, Post It Notes, erasers, highlighters (2+ colors), and 
loose leaf binders (1 1/2 inch).  For secondary students we 
need: backpacks, college ruled paper, pens, protractors, 
compasses, calculators, Post It Notes, thumb drives, 
colored pencils, highlighters (3+ colors), loose leaf binders 
(2 inch), and ruled index cards. Whether you can provide 
an entire backpack or just furnish a few items, please assist 
your parish in this endeavor.  A box for donations will be 
located outside near our other collection boxes.  Our goal 
is to provide at least six elementary and six secondary 
student backpacks. 

 Marie McEntire Charity Committee Chairman     
 



 
 
BAPTISMS:                 
                                     Samuel Scott Overton………………………………………………………..April 27th    
                                     Aleksandra Martha Chekhova-Lison.………………………………………....May 8th  
                                     Aiden Nikolay Chekhov-Lison.……………………………………………....May 8th 

   Maxim Shashlov……………...………………………………………………May 18th  
                                     Alexander Yuri Oleynikov……………………………….……………………June 1st 
                                     Matthew Oleynikov……………………………………..…..…………………June 1st  
                                     Anzhela Shohumyan……………………………………………………….….June 8th  

Many years! 
FUNERALS:               
                                     Anastasja Lukjanec .............................................................. ……………… April 18th 
                                     Tamara Vershinina ........................................... …………………. ….…….. April 26th 

                                     Barbara Feaster .................................................. …………………. ….……..May 21st 

     Vera Martinoski…………………………………………….…. ….…………. May 22nd 
 

 Memory eternal! 
 

 
 

Prayer Request list:  
       Scott, Shirley, Mary, Ann, Grace, Julian, Margo, Irene Gregory, Marina Dobis, Alexander, Maria, Elena. 

 
 

The Parish Council Would Like to Thank the Following Persons 
for their BUILDING Fund and CENTENNIAL Fund Contributions 

 
Zinaida Shalygin, Michael Plautin Elizaveta Malysheva Territory of California, Inc. Gai Krupenkin 
Sally Hoover and Jerome Nilssen, Alla Bobrov, N.Gold, R.Birjulin – Galebyk, T.Belova, E.Howard, 

V.Korshunov, S.Pryalkin, K.Stasevich, Galina Raede, Irene Gregory. 
 

JULY 2019 
2 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 
6 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  
7 Sun 10:00am 

 
Divine Liturgy 
 

3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
NATIVITY OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST 

9 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 
11 Thu 7:00pm Vigil  

HOLY APOSTLES PETER AND PAUL 12 Fri  10:00am Divine Liturgy 
13 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  
14 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy 4th Sunday after Pentecost 
16 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 
18 Thu 10:00am Divine Liturgy (St.Herman’s Ch.) Ven. Sergius of Radonezh (Relics translation) 

Holy Royal Martyrs; SS. Elizabeth & Barbara 
20 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  
21 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy 5th Sunday after Pentecost 
23 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 
24 Wed 10:00am Divine Liturgy (St.Herman’s Ch.) Holy Great Princess Olga, Equal-to-the-Apostles 
27 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  
28 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy 

 
6th Sunday after Pentecost 
Holy Great Prince Vladimir, Equal-to-the-Apostles 

30 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 
    

           
           



          August 2019 
Beginning of the Dormition Fast (New Calendar) 

3 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  
4 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy 7th Sunday after Pentecost 

 5 Mon 7:00pm Vigil  
Transfiguration of Our Lord (n.c.) 6 Tue 10:00am Divine Liturgy 

10 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  
11 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy  8th Sunday after Pentecost 

13 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 

Beginning of the Dormition Fast (Old Calendar) 
14 Wed 7:00pm Vigil  
15 Thu 10:00am Divine Liturgy  Dormition of the Most Holy Theotokos (n.c.) 
17 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  

18 Sun 10:00am 
3:00pm 

Divine Liturgy 
VESPERS 

9th Sunday after Pentecost 

19 Mon 10:00am DIVINE LITURGY TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD (O.C.) 

20 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Perishing” 

24 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  

25 Sun 10:00am 
 

Divine Liturgy  10th Sunday after Pentecost 

27 Wed 7:00pm VESPERS  
28 Thu 10:00am DIVINE LITURGY DORMITION of MOST HOLY THEOTOKOS (o.c.) 

 
 

PLEASE CHECK OUR UPDATED SCHEDULE 
ON OUR WEBSITE WWW.HVMLA.ORG 

 

MEDIA PARTNER www.kartina.tv 

Tel.: (323) 230-6644 

 

If you want to have a great smile 
Visit BRIGHTON Dental Clinique 

Wally Bashawaty D.D.S. 
9675 Brighton Way, Penthouse A 

Beverly Hills, CA 90210 
Tel. (424)444-3000 


