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ICONOGRAPHY AND WORSHIP  

Part 1 
 

 
       “We who mystically represent the Cherubim, and 
sing the thrice-holy hymn to the life-giving Trinity, let 
us now put aside all worldly care. That we may welcome 
the King of all, who is invisibly attended by the angelic 
Hosts. Aleluia, aleluia, aleluia.” By these words of the 
Cherubikon, the Orthodox Church invites her believers 
at almost every Divine Liturgy to meet heaven on earth. 
 

         This impression of meeting heaven on earth is indeed the impression of many 
believers while entering the Orthodox Church building and attending a service in 
it - a similar impression to the one the legates of St. Vladimir experienced while 
attending Liturgy at Agia Sophia in Constantinople: “We knew not whether we 
were in heaven or on earth, for surely there is no such splendor or beauty anywhere 
upon earth. We cannot describe it to you: only this we know, that God dwells there 
among men. Iconography is so closely tied with the worship of the Church that 
both are inseparable. Therefore, it is very appropriate to call Iconography a litur-
gical art. First of all, the iconography of the Church building serves to a large 
extent to affirm the presence of God and His Saints in the temple. For instance, 
any person used to attending worship in a fully-decorated Church will probably 
have the same funny feeling as Fr. Sergius Bulgakov had when he entered a church 
without any iconography: “How bad we feel in the emptiness of a temple lacking 
in icons, which mark their (the saints') presence of grace! Between the naked walls, 
our poor soul also feels naked”. Bishop Kallistos Ware once recalled his first ex-
perience of the Orthodox Church. It was in the darkness of the small Russian Ca-
thedral of London, where, he entered during an All-Night Vigil Service. “The 
Church was almost empty; a few old babushky (grandmothers) standing along the 
walls. Nevertheless, he felt that the church was full: full of saints, represented on 
the numerous icons hanging along the walls, who mystically were present, feeling 
the church of grace.” 

 
 
 
 
 



 
         Icons make the invisible visible in worship: it “renders perceptible that which 
is mystically performed in worship.”. They also introduce us into the high theology 
of the process of salvation of humanity by God, which is in fact the very essence 
of every service of the Orthodox Church. Finally, they introduce us to the "liturgi-
cal time" by removing the limitation of the past, present and future, and introduc-
ing us to the "liturgical present of eternity”. Let us therefore explore in a little more 
detail the traditional iconography of the church building. 
        Let us start with the dome and its icon of Christ Pantocrator (literally the One 
Holding-Everything) - the Lord of the Universe. It envelops all the ones present in 
the church. This is the icon of the incarnated Word of God by Whom all things 
were created, and to Whom all our prayers all directed. The dome is supported by 
four pendentives in which the four evangelists are represented, which shows them 
as the human supports of the Divine Revelation. Beneath, going around the main 
part of the church the series of the twelve major feast days, (sometimes extended 
with a few additional icons, if the architecture permits) show us the Mystery of 
salvation of mankind through the Incarnation of God the Word.  
       This Mystery of salvation is the basis of our liturgical and sacramental life in 
the Church. For instance, the Anafora of the Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysos-
tom clearly states: “Therefore, we commemorate this salvatic commandment, and 
everything that happened for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection on the third 
day, the ascension unto Heaven, the sitting at the right hand, and the second and 
glorious coming. Therefore, this representation of the history of salvation in col-
ours does not only teach about the events represented themselves, but also serves 
as the necessary commentaries to the fundamental themes of worship”. It intro-
duces us to that "liturgical present of eternity" in which past, present and future 
become one present reality of the Age to come. 
        Beneath this series, as well as on the pillars of the church building, various 
saints are depicted: first of all, the martyrs, then the monastic, as well as various 
local saints. They are depicted most of the time on the same level as the worship-
pers, and serve to illustrate the communion of saints - the unity between the earthly 
and heavenly Church, by affirming their presence. This particular place in the 
church architecture shows them as the pillars to our faith, since they have become 
witnesses of Christ's redeeming work. 



PARISH LIFE: 
 
Important dates: 
AUGUST 6TH - OUR LORD’S TRANSFIGURATION (Grego-
rian calendar) 
AUGUST 15TH – DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS (Gre-
gorian calendar) 
AUGUST 19TH – OUR LORD’S TRANSFIGURATION (Julian 
calendar) 
AUGUST 28TH – DORMITION OF THE THEOTOKOS (Jul-
ian calendar)  
SEPTEMBER 8TH – NATIVITY OF OUR ALL-HOLY LADY 
THEOTOKOS AND EVER-VIRGIN MARY (Greg. calendar) 
SEPTEMBER 11TH BEHEADING OF ST. JOHN THE BAP-
TIST (JULIAN CALENDAR) 
SEPTEMBER 14TH – UNIVERSAL EXALTATION OF THE 
PRECIOUS AND LIFE-CREATING CROSS (Greg. calendar) 
SEPTEMBER 27TH – UNIVERSAL EXALTATION OF THE 
PRECIOUS AND LIFE-CREATING CROSS (Julian calendar) 
From the desk of Fr Nazari 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ! 
 
At this time, I want to greet you with the beginning of the 
Dormition fast and wish you a successful celebration of 
the feast of Dormition of our Immaculate Lady Theoto-
kos. As most of you know as I was absent for the last 
week of June and first week of July.  I was blessed to rep-
resent his Beatitude Metropolitan Tikhon, the Holy Synod 
and The Orthodox Church of America at the celebration 
of the 75th birthday and 5th anniversary of enthronement 
of His Beatitude Onufry, Metropolitan of Kyiv and all 
Ukraine. This occasion was celebrated with the participa-
tion of representatives of 11 local sister churches on 25 
June in the Dormition cathedral of Kyiv’s Caves Lavra. It 
was a gracious celebration and a great honor for me per-
sonally, as several days after His enthronement on the 
19th of August 2014, Metropolitan Onufry ordained me, 
a sinner, to the holy priesthood. Please pray for me to the 
Lord God for "the divine grace which always heals that 
which is infirm and completes that which is lacking,” and 
that the grace of the Holy Spirit continue to rest upon me 
as I continue my work in the Lord’s vineyard. Upon my 
return we immediately begin work to finish putting back 
icons and remaining liturgical hardware in our Church. 
As was explained in the last bulletin, due to the very poor 
shape, its uncanonical, or naive style, some of the icons 
(or rather religious pictures) were not hung on the walls 
after renovation. Some of them were taken down for res-
toration and will be returned after restoration is com-
pleted. Others that were just simply a prints or painted in 
unorthodox or naive style will be replaced with the real 
icons in canonical orthodox iconographic style as soon as 
we find donors, as was described in the last bulletin and 
featured in our Parish wish list. Dear brothers and sisters, 

icons in the Orthodox church are not decorations - they 
are revelation of the Age to come where there is no sor-
row, no shunning, no pain, but eternal truth and the love 
of God. Therefore each icon in the Orthodox church has 
to be theologically correct, historically truthful, and aes-
thetically beautiful. Thank you for your understanding, 
patience and help with this project, that will make our ca-
thedral even more irresistible.  We also started an exten-
sive project of repairing our parish hall. I assure you that 
it was not out of desire to indulge in luxury in the common 
space of our cathedral, but rather out of absolute necessity 
and safety for you our parishioners, our children, and 
guests. Please look at the pictures of what was under the 
floor that we walk on, children played on, and I just want 
to thank God nobody was hurt. This is another essential 
project and we will appreciate your patience and assis-
tance with this. As I mentioned in the last bulletin, I feel 
that I opened up Pandora’s box. But I know that every-
thing sooner or later needs to be repaired. For many years 
only cosmetic repairs were done, so we have to roll up our 
sleeves and work so in order to preserve the beautiful her-
itage of our cathedral’s architectural complex. I thank you 
all, my God bless all of us and assist us in our labors. 

 Archpriest Nazari Polataiko 
 

  

 
Sisterhood news  
   We received the white altar cover and now, only have 
one more to order. Several vestments for the Deacon have 
been ordered and will shortly arrived as they are made. 
We are inviting more ladies to join the Sisterhood.  We 
work to beautify and help the Church in any way we can 
and always need more hands to do our work.  Please join 
us.  You are always welcome. 
                                                    Irene Gregory                 
 



Saturday School 
Registration of students for the new academic year 2019-
20 will be held on Saturday August 24, 31, and 7 Septem-
ber.  Phone:  323-413-7877 
www.facebook.com/RussianSaturdaySchool/ 
                                                     Irina Usova, Coordinator 
 
SUMMER CAMP 
   Again this was a successful year at St. Eugene Summer 
Camp.  We had a total of 50 children attend and unfortu-
nately had to turn away 10-12 more children due to staff-
ing issues (not enough staff for coverage).  You may 
check out the web page for photos from this session.  It is 
unfortunate that this year was the last year Fr. Michael 
Anderson was in charge of the camp and Kathy Pieracci 
was assistant coordinator.  In appreciation gift certificates 
were presented to them and the entire camp including 
staff signed a camp photo from this year as a gift to them 
both. Our parish had only 1 child attend the camp this 
year.  I hope next year year will be different. 
God bless, 

Marina Burgmeier 
HVM Camp Coordinator 

 
 

Charity Committee 
   Our August charity collection will go to Project Mexico 
& St. Innocent Orphanage.  This Orthodox charity in 
Mexico offers bible school during summer vacation and 
even builds houses for homeless families, in addition to 

the church, orphanage, and school that they run.  Please 
give generously.    

Marie McEntire, Chairman 
 
LOVES 
People have been asking about LOVES and what we 
do.  Here is a brief explanation: L.O.V.E.S.  is an acro-
nym for Los Angeles Orthodox Visitors to the Elderly and 
Sick.  This is what we do:  We visit the elderly and sick 
at home, hospitals, convalescent homes, etc. when we 
know who they are and where they are located.  We pro-
vide them with icons if none are present. (This has been 
done mostly in hospitals and convalescent homes).  We 
have provided assistance to our parishioners as needed 
and known.  An example would be providing Eddie 
Aguero with the walker he is currently using.  Some indi-
viduals have provided transportation to and from doctors 
or hospitals.  Meals have been sent to those unable to at-
tend the church.  Support to St. John of Kronstadt home 
has been provided physically (such as providing and in-
stalling a storage shed on the patio) and financially. 
If you are interested in joining, the dues are $25 and you 
can see Josephine or myself.  Further questions can be di-
rected to us as well. 
God bless, 

Marina Burgmeier, President 
 
 
 
 

 
 

BAPTISMS:                Luke Anwar Coleman……………..……………….…………………. ….……..July 7th  
                      Uliana Christina Morozov…..………………………………………….………  July 13th 

 
MARRIAGES:          Brendon and Sophia Crawford ...................................... …………………. ….…July 14th  

Many years! 
 

FUNERALS:             Valentin Ivanov ...................................................................…………………. …July 8th    
                                    Valentina Vardanian………………………...……………………………………..July 25th             

  Memory eternal! 
 

Prayer Request list: 
Scott, Shirley, Mary, Ann, Grace, Julian, Margo, Irene Gregory, Marina Dobis, Alexander, Maria, Elena 

 
The Parish Council Would Like to Thank the Following Persons 
for their BUILDING Fund and CENTENNIAL Fund Contributions 

 
Samuel S. Overton 5,000.00,  Andrey Derkach 5,000.00, Anna Drummond 250.00, Nina Perrinelle 
1,000.00, Alexandra Capraro 1,000.00,  Peter Winsky 1,000.00, Natalia Gold 2,000.00, Andrey Aristov 
1,000.00. Andrei Rozin/Natalia Khokhlova 100.00, N. Orlov 100.00, N. Polonsky 100.00, N, Ba-
shawaty  100.00, N. Abuladze 200.00, N. Latter 100.00, I. Gregory 500.00, Tanya Simon 350.00, 
Tatiana Timohovich 350.00, Anonymous 400.00, Frank Nemceff 1,900.00, Nini Shkrebtan Family 
Trust 1,000.00 



  

 
AUGUST 2019 
  1 Thu Beginning of the Dormition Fast (Gregorian Calendar) 

3 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  

4 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy 7th Sunday after Pentecost 

 5 Mon 7:00pm Vigil  
Transfiguration of Our Lord (Gregorian Calen-
dar) 

6 Tue 10:00am 
 

7:00pm 

Divine Liturgy 

Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the 
Perishing” 

9 Fri 10:00am Divine Liturgy  Ven.Herman of Alaska  (St. Herman’s Chapel) 
10 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  

11 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy  8th Sunday after Pentecost 

13 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the 
Perishing” 

14 Wed Beginning of the Dormition Fast (Julian Calendar) 
14 Wed  7:00pm Vigil  
15 Thu 10:00am Divine Liturgy  Dormition of the Most Holy Theotokos (Grego-

rian Calendar) 
17 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  

18 Sun 10:00am 
3:00pm 

Divine Liturgy 
VESPERS 

9th Sunday after Pentecost 

19 Mon 10:00am DIVINE LITURGY TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD (Julian Calen-
dar) 

20 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the 
Perishing” 

24 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  

25 Sun 10:00am 
 

Divine Liturgy  10th Sunday after Pentecost 

27 Tue 7:00pm VESPERS  
28 Wed 10:00am 

 
DIVINE LITURGY 
 

DORMITION of MOST HOLY THEOTOKOS 
(Julian Calendar 

31 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
SEPTEMBER 2019  

 
1 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy 

 
11th Sunday after Pentecost  

3 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Per-
ishing” 

7 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  

8 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy 
 

12th Sunday after Pentecost 
NATIVITY OF OUR ALL-HOLY LADY 
THEOTOKOS AND EVER-VIRGIN MARY  
(GREGORIAN CALENDAR) 

10 Tue 7:00pm Vigil 

11 Wed 10:00am Divine Liturgy 
 

Beheading of St. John the Baptist (Julian Calen-
dar) 

13 Fri 7:00pm Vigil UNIVERSAL EXALTATION OF THE PRECIOUS 
AND LIFE-CREATING CROSS (GREG. CALENDAR) 
New Church Year (Julian Calendar) 14 Sat 10:00am 

5:00pm 
Divine Liturgy 
Vigil 

15 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy 
 

13th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

17 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Per-
ishing” 

21 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  

22 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy 
 

14th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

24 Tue 7:00pm Akathist before the icon of Our Most Holy Lady Theotokos “Rescuer of the Per-
ishing” 

26 Thu 7:00pm Vigil UNIVERSAL EXALTATION OF THE PRECIOUS 
AND LIFE-CREATING CROSS (Julian Calendar) 

27 Fri 10:00am Divine Liturgy 

28 Sat 5:00pm Vigil  

29 Sun 10:00am Divine Liturgy 
 

15th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 

 
 

PLEASE CHECK OUR UPDATED SCHEDULE 
ON OUR WEBSITE WWW.HVMLA.ORG 


